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Of Mr. WHISTO N's 
XXII PROPOSITIONS 


Concerning The 
Primitive Faith of Chriftzans 
ABOUT THE 


Trinity and Incarnation. 
2 WIT IH 


ALTERATIONS, DIsTINCTIONS, and NoTEs 
thereupon ; and upon his Table of Creeds ; and 
upon the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions. 


With a Courſe of LET T ERS. To and From 
0 Mr. Inhiſten leading and relating thereto. 
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To which is Annexed, 


A Treatiſe concerning Reaſon and Revelation, 
Peruſed and Approved by Mr, WHIS T ON. 
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Be not conformed to this World; But be ye transformed by the Rene win 
of your Minds, that ye may prove (i. e. by ſearching find out]! what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect Will of God, Rom. xii. 2. And 
that God may nor give 2 over to a Reprobate (er Injudicious] Mind, 


Rom. i. 28. With a due Recompence of the Error, v. 27. even of 
Idolatry, v. 25. 


Nihil temere aſſero rem ſecum lector expendat. 
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37 N my Epiſtolary Conference with 
Dr. Waterland, I freely decla- 
red, That I too: no Part with 
EEG any of his Opponents; and that 
I thought, if there could be no 
other Scheme propoſed than the Three by him 


mentioned in hu Pretace to his Sermons, 
the Arian, the Socinian, and the (Athana- 


ſian, which he there calls) Catholick, that of 


roſe Ihree, I thought the Latter ought to 
%% Place, f 0 other could be propoſed. 
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if The PREFACE. 
And I, therefore, propoſed a Fourth; 4 that 
fe 4 


it is not of neceſſary Conſequence, that one 
of his Three be the true one; for I do not ſee 
any Thing to the contrary, but that the Doc- 
trine which I have inclined to, and inquired 
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And IT am the rather 3 thus to think, 
becauſe the many learned Athanaſians, to 
whom I have, in a moſt humble and particular 
Manner, applied, for Advice and Satisfaition, 
in the diſputed Points, have been dead ſilent 
therein; utterly neglectiug ana forbearing to 
give plain Anſwers, or any Anſwer indeed, 5 
particular Queſtions: Which is an Argument 
to me, that they are inwardly and ſecretly con- 
vitted. | ” 


They argue freely, indeed, with the Arians, 
Socinians, Sabellians, Euſebians, and 
Papiſts ; but they find, in each of theſe, mani- 
feſt Errors; for they fee each others Error, 
though they do not ſee their own ; ſo they ar- 
gue only ad homines, which, to me, that 
take no Part with either of them, is no An- 
ſwer: But they may yet retrieve themſelves, 
if they pleaſe, and can; for mine Ears are open, 
ans I am ſtill, as a Learner, liſtning after 

25 : JE them, 


The PREFACE. V 


them, as ſpiritual Guides; and with an open 
and willing Mind, to embrace Truth, 


And for the Diſcovery whereof, I alſo ap- 
plied myſelf to the Reverend Mr. Whiſton, 
and laid before him the Letters, which I wrote 
to Dr. Waterland: and he gave me great Eu- 
2 couragement to purſue my Enquiries, and was 
2 pleaſed to confer Perſonally with me, and to 
lay before me his Table of Creeds, and his Five 
Volumes of Primitive Chriſtianity ; the Se- 
* cond whereof, is intitled, The Conſtitutions 

of the Holy Apoſtles: and the Fourth, An 
Account of the Primitive Faith; which 
Die has drawn up into Three and Twenty Arti- 
cles, or Propoſitions ; and ſeveral other Books, 
which I diligently peruſed, and was, in ſome 

7 Things, convinced by them, as will appear by 
the following Letters: But yet, far from con- 
ſenting to his Three and Twenty Propoſitions. 


And I, therefore, gave him to underſtand, 
that ] had reviewed them, and had new modelld 
them, according to my own Thoughts, with my 
+ Reaſons under each Article; and that I was 
willing to lay them before him, which he readi- 
8 ty embraced, with a ſolemn Promiſe, To give 
me his Unbiaſſed and Impartial Thoughts 
* #hereupon in Writing, I: 


How 
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How he has performed that Promiſe, or, 
rather, that he has not performed it, will 
appear. And I thought it Equal and Juſt 
x to publiſh this Conference alſo, as a Speci- | 
'K men of my Endeavours to make Trial of the 
Sincerity of the Euſebians ; and to pro- 
volte them, to ſpeak out, in plain Engliſh, | 
Whether there be more Gods than one, or not? 
And to that End, I have taken particular No- 
tice herein, that Mr. Whiſton's Quotation f 
Origen, doth not only convict the Athana- |} 
ſians, but himſelf alſo, and all Arians and 
Euſebians (and, I may ſay, all others) that 
| | pray to Chriſt as God, which is directly con- 
trary to his own expreſs Commandments, Mat. 
vi. John xvi. And it is alſo written, John 23 
iv. 0 The Hour cometh, and now is, 
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aith our Saviour, when the true Wor- 


ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father. 
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N. B. Upoz the Cloſing of this Confer- * 
* ence, and which is the Reaſon that it was not 
4 ſooner publiſhed, it pleaſed God, that I lan- 
1 guiſhed, as in extremis, ander a Dropſy aud 
| | | Aſthma for a long Time, and, being given 
lt over by Friends aud Phyſictans, I, at laſt, % 
| | heard of the Fame of Dr. Dover, and of his 
great Skill in Phyſick, and of a Spectfick for 
the Dropſy, which he only is Maſter of, as a | 
Remedy untuomn to the College of Phyſicians; | 


aud 


3 
The PREFACE. vii 
, 15 and by which, it hath pleaſed God, that he hath 


hvroug ht a miraculous Cure upon me, to the 
Glory of God, and to his own immortal Ho- 
our; and which I, therefore, hereby declare; 
and not only for the Reaſons aforeſaid, but 
or the General Good of Mankind. 
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7 * 1 add hereunto, That it hath pleaſed the 
Lord, who doth Great and Wondrous Things! 
of i is God alone! to ſhew this Token, for 
* Good, upon me, that they who hate me (if any 


ſach there be) may ſee it, and be aſhamed, 
+ becauſe thou, Lord, haſt holpen me, and 
/= comforted me, Pſal. Ixxxvi. v. 10, 17. 
t. "@agiuznionp we, haſt been my Paraclete. 
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r. WarisToN's Propoſitions 


* Concerning the 
Primitive Faith of Chriſtians, &c. 


AY 


4RTICLE 1 
HERE is but one Living, 
| Eternal, Infinite, Omniſci- 
ent, Omnipotent, and Invi- 
62 ſible God; The Origin of all 
1 Beings, and Supreme over 

all: The Creator of all Creatures, The 
I ather of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
Was the Firſt-Born of every Creature. 
ol. i. 15. 


be Articles berein recited, are as they ſtand correed by me; 
B | N 5 B. 
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N. B. þ ſeems more proper to ſay, God Supreme 
over all, than to ſay, Supreme God, leſt | 

that Phraſe ſhould infer an Inferiour God; 
it may be Two, as being the ſuperlative Degree, 
1 But I renounce all Thoughts and Belief, either 
! of Ditheiſm, Tritheiſm, or Polytheiſm, There 
} | is really but one God. And I obſerve, upon 
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R Mr. |Whiſtoz's Table of Creeds, That Jeſus 7 
Chriſt is not called God, in the Original Creed, 
1 if that be ſo which is contained in the Apoſto- 
lical Conſtitutions, which I firmly believe, whe- © 
ther it be Original or not; only obſerving, That 
the Article 3, 73 mivus 73 de don't ſound Der- 
ſonally in the Greek, as in our Tranſlation of 
it: It ſhould be rendered rather Guſt or Gouſt, 
than Ghoſt; See my Notes on Article XIX. Nei- 4 
ther is Chriſt called God, in Irene his Creeds, 
nor in Seven or Eight other of the Creeds, 
and particularly, not in the Roman Creed, 
which comes the neareſt to, and is almoſt the 
very Words of what we call the Apoſtles Creed. 
It is indeed, in brief, the Conſtitution Creed, 
and contains and expreſſes the whole Subſtance 
of it: They are at leaſt conſiſtent, and in no 
manner contradictory to one another; I ſee no 
Difference in them but theſe, vig. The Conſti- 
tution Creed believes Jeſus Chriſt to be firſt-2 
begotten of every Creature (according to St 
Paul, Col. i. 15.) and that by him all Thing 
were made. Which (although our Creed be 
ſilent therein) I alſo confeſs and believe, upon? 
St. Paul's Authority, in manner as ſhall be here 
in after explained in my Notes upon Article 
the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th. The Word one is alſo lef 
ou 
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out of the Firſt Article of the Roman and of 
our Baptiſmal Creed; but I think Tt imply d in 
both: And I am ſure I now do, and I think 
that I ſhall a/ways believe, that there is but one 
God, and that even a * Prophet working Mira- 
cles will not be able to perſuade me out of it, 
in contradiction to the Voice of God, both by 
Reaſon and Revelation; Alſo our Saviour's De- 
ſcent into "Ads is in our Creed, and not in the 
Conſtitution Creed; and it may be the Word 
deſtended is improper, and "ay; not well tranſ- 
lated into Exgliſb, and fo miſtaken by many 
as to the Senſe of it. I apprehend by it, 
© The State of Souls ſeparate from their Bodies, 
* whether in a good, or bad State, whether 
* they be reſerved for Heaven or for Hell ;* 
and that the Etymology of it is ixviſible; and 
that although this Article came not into the 
Creed till after St. Auguſtin's Time, it may be 

et the Word Ang is Scriptural. We find it 

th in the Old and New Teſtament, and it is 
applied to our Saviour, Thou wilt not leave bis 
Soul its Adu, P/al. xvi. 10. Aﬀs ii. 27, 31. And 
it had the ſame Signification alſo among Jews 
and Heathens. And I alſo obſerve, That al- 


though Mr. Whiſtor hath inſerted and applied 
the Word God to Jeſus Chriſt in the firſt Creed 


of Irenaus, de Anno 170. yet it is not ſo ap- 
plied by Irenæus in his Creed: There are indeed 
Words ſubſequent to the Creed, the laſt Words 
of which are, Ad reſuſcitandam omnem Carnem 
bamani generis, and then it follows immediately, 


Ur Jeſu Chriſto Domino noſtro, & Deo, & Salva- 
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Deut. xili. 1, 4. | i 
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; [4] 
rori, & Regi, ſecundum placitum Patris Invifibi> 
lis, omne genu curvet, Yc. Iren. Cap. ii. p. 45. 


And ſo it is rightly cited elſewhere by Mr. 
Whiſton, and is in Engliſh thus; To the Intent, 


that every Knee ſhould bow to Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord, and God, and Saviour, and King, 
according to the Will or Pleaſure of the Invi- 
ſible Father. But it 1s manifeſt hereby, that 
this Genu-flefion is not to be in Practice until 
after the General Reſurrection, when he ſhall 
come to judge the Quick and the Dead; and 
St. Paul aſſures us, As xvii. 31. That we are 
to be judged by the Man Chriſt Jeſus, whom 
God hath ordained; So as God's Vicegerent ſit- 
ting in Judgment upon us at the laſt Day, we 
are to bow the Knee to him; and I cannot but 
ſuppoſe, That Irenæus's Meaning in applying 
the Term or Character of God to Chriſt (act 
in his Creed, but in manner above mentioned) 
is the ſame as (and no other than) when we 
find it appplied in facred Writ, and by > God 
himſelt to Kings, Prieſts and Prophets, his Vice- 
gerents here on Earth, and to whom alſo we 
boty the Knee. See the Notes on Article XVIII. 
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4RTICLEIMW 


HIS one God is the © common Fa- 
ther of Angels and” Men, and he 
*alone is to be worſhipped and adored in 


8 
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v Pſal, Ixxxii. 7. Matt. ii. 10. 4 Matt, iv. 10. 
the 
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71 
the full, and true, and proper Senſe of 
the Words, and there being © none good 
but God, He only is the proper and im- 
mediate Object of ſuch Divine Worſhip 
and Adoration : But yet this Worſhip and 
Adoration is to be paid to him by repent- 
ing Sinners (who are not otherwiſe wor- 


thy, but) in the f Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Mediator. 


N.B. * ER E being really but oe God, and 
no other God by Nature, I ſay not that 


he is primarily to be worſhipped, or that he is the 
Object of the ſupreme Degree of Divine Wor- 


ſhip; becauſe that /eems to imply a ſecondary 


and inferior Degree of Divine Worſhip to be 
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paid to ſome other God. Whereas, re vera, 
there is none 8 other God but one: And the Com- 
mandment is, Him only ſhalt thou ſerve. * 


It is alſo written, He ' only is good, and con- 
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4 xix. 17, * Dent vi. J. Matt. xxii. 37. Mark xii. 30. 


ſequently He only is the Object of Love, which 


is the internal Worſhip of the Soul; and there- 
fore ſay I, Him only ſhalt thou love. Which I 
take to be the true Senſe and Import of the 
Commandment which ſays, * Thou ſbalt love 
the Lord thy God, with all thy Heart, with all 
thy Soul, with all thy Mind, and with all thy 


+ Might, That is with all thy Love, which is the 
2 plain Import of the Words. But although God 


* Matt. ix. 17. Mark x. 18. Tube xviii. 19. 44, iv. 
12. Jobn xvi. 23. © Exod. xx. 3. Matt. 4. 10. Matt. 


be 


1 [6] 
1 be the only Object ot Divine! Worſhip, and of 
ji this Divine Love, to wit the-Love of Concu- 
1 piſcence; for Evil Concupiſcence, or * Cove- 
| | tuouſneſs is Idolatry, ho there is a civil Mor- 
l (hip, and there is alſo a Love of Benevolence 
due to Creatures; but theſe are plainly diſtin- 
F guiſhable in Kind from the Worſhip and the 
1 Love of God. In Kind, I ſay, and not in De- 
1 gree only, ſo as to need to be diſtinguiſned by 
4 the Words Primarily, or Supreme, which are 
only Diſtinctions of Degrees of the ſame Kind 1 
4 


of Loye and Worſhip; but no Creature is or 
1 can be entitled to any Degree of Divine Love 
* or Worſhip, which is all dae to God only. 


FO BEGS CNL 
1 ARTICLE. : 


1 ES US CHRIST is then firſt, the 

DT immediate and ſo the only, and the 
p only begotten Son of God, from the be- 

| ginning or ever the Earth was; The firſt of 
all Rational Creatures, and his Name is 
called ? Logos, or. Ratio, Reaſon, or Wiſ- 
dom. And being the 4 Holy one, z. e. 
the Saint of God, his v righteous Servant, 
is moſt peculiarly '© belove of God, is 
the *© Angel of the Lord of Hoſts, The 
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Angel of his Preſence, The ” Angel of 
his Great Council, The * Angel of the 
Covenant, The y Apoſtle of God, * A Pro- 
phet like unto Meſes, The High Prieſt of 
God, The * Mediator and ® Peace-maker 
between God and Man. 


N. B. I Think the Diſtinctions of Made, Created 

and Begotten, are Diſtinctions without a 
real Difference; For they do all of them reſpe- 
ctively import, that God is the Origin of all, and 
which all admit. Yet I obſerve, how Divines, 
who are Philoſophically diſpoſed, ſeek to diſtin- 


: guiſh them in their Diſputations, viz. Made, 
as out of nothing; Created, as out of the Sub- 
ſtance of God; and Begozten, as being the very 


Subſtance of God: But theſe are neither of them 
Scriptural; and the Firſt of them only is Philaſo- 
phical, or demonſtrable ; the other Two are 


not ſo, and are therefore inconceivable; and I 
readlily agree with Euſebius, that it hath been 
from wnſcriptural Expreſſions, that almoſt all 


the- Confuſions and Diſorders of the Church 
have ariſen. 


ES 


 * Taiab Ixiii. 9. W Iſaiah ix. 6. (vid. Ixx.) * Matt. 
Il. 1. 7 Heby, iii. 1. * Ads ti. 22. 1 Tin, ii. f. 
» Heb, ii. 17. 


YN N. B. 
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N. B. THAT although I hereby admit, that 
the Firſt Creature, being the Expreſs Image 
of God, and the Firſt of all reaſonable Crea- 
tures, was called Logos, or Ratio, Reaſon, or 
Wiſdom, and in whom and by whom all othep 
reaſonable Creatures were made (as 1s herein 
after explained upon Articles 5, 6, 7, 8.) and 
accordingly the Jews called all Angels “ Logor, 
or Powers endued with Reaſon; Yet I do not 
hereby retrad any thing that I have wrote in 
the Preface to. my Letters to Dr. Vaterland, 
touching the Philoſophical Trinity of Wiſdom, 
Power, and Good in God. For I do really be- 


lieve it, as the Dictates of Reaſon, not contra- 


dicted by Revelation; and that Wiſdom, vis. 
the © Internal Wiſdom of God, zs not a Creature, 
but Eternal as God Himſelf is, and is the Ob- 
jet of all Minds. And I abide by my Para- 
phraſe of the Five firſt Verſes of St. John's 
Goſpel, as ſupported therein by Mr. Norrzs (as 
to the Doctrine of Ideas) and becauſe the * Fourth 
Verſe of that Goſpel is not, I concerve, other- 
wiſe explicable or intelligible: What was 
Made, was in it Life; and that Life was the 
Light of Men. But I am hereby reduced 70 
admit a Diſtintion of Begotten Wiſdom and 
Unbegotten Wiſdom ; ** Yet meaning by Wiſ- 
** dom in the Firſt Phraſe, a s Perſon ſo called; 
but in the other Phraſe, Ipſa Sapientia, Wil 
dom itſelf, Ipſa Ratio, in which latter Senſe 
of the Word, Wiſdom is Original and Eter- 


4 Le Clerc von the Firſt of John. AY Erdrater Or. 
bn i. 4. * Rev. xix. 13. Py 


cc nal. 
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5 “e nal, as God himſelf ; and can't be the Ef- 


7 


* fect of God, who never- was AA -, fo 
that the Diſtinction of Begotten and Unbe- 
gotten don't make the Difference; for there is 


as great a Difference between a created Per ſon 
called Wiſdom, and Wiſdom itſelf, as is poſſi- 


ble to be conceived, even as is between Creator 
and Creature; ſo then this Diſtinction is nei- 
ther more nor lels, © Than that the Creator is 
VUnbegotten, and the Creature is Begotten. 

And, I think, the not heeding to the ſeveral 
1 Senſes of the Words Wiſdom, and Wiſdom, 
is what hath cauſed the Diſputes touching this 
Matter: Nay, I now even think (I ſay now, 


becauſe formerly I did not fo think) that Solo- 


mon in his Account of Wiſdom, Chap, viii. does 
treat of it in both its Senſes, partly as Eternal 
Miſdom, and partly as a Creature ſo called. 


, 


; 
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is Goſpel, treats of the Logos, viz. In the 

ive firſt Verſes as Eternal Reaſon, and in the 
other Part of that Chapter as a Perſon ſo called. 
In /ike Manner as St. Matthew in his Account 
of Chriſt's coming to Judgment, Chap. xxiv. 
| ſpeaks of it, partly with Reſpe@ to the Deſtruc- 
tion of Teruſalem, and partly with Reſpect to 
the Laſt and General Judgment, whereof none 
but the Father only ® knew the Day and Hour, 
which I formerly thought related to the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem. 


| * Jo St. John alſo, in the Firſt Chapter of 


Matt. xxiv. 36. Mark xlii. 32. 
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ARTICLE . 


Nd by the Appointment of God, 

even of his and our God and Fa- 
ther, is our Lord, our King, and our 
* Judge. +: 


ARTICLES V, VI, VII, vin. 


E is the immediate and i expreſs 

Image of God, and in, and by him, 
all n Thrones, Dominions, Principalities, 
Powers, Cherubims, Seraphims, Arch- 
Angels and Angels were made by God 
their Creator; as proceeding /uo modo 
from him, who was the prima proles Dei; 
And were and are ſubordinate and ſubject 
unto him, He being made the Heir of 
all Things. | . 


N. B. THE inviſible Things of God may be 
1 clearly ſeen and underſtood by the 

* viſible Creation, Rom. i. 20. And having 

premiſed this; I would crave Leave to ſay, by 

Way of Illuſtration and Explanation of my 


— 


» Eph. i, 2, 17. + Mar. xxviii, 18, * 4% xvii. 31. 
Hieb. i. 3. © Col. i. 15, 17. * Hb. i. 2. 1 
Mean- 


1 
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Meaning herein; That Adam was the firſt Man, 
the immediate, and fo, as Man, the only begot- 
ten Son of God, and that God who made all 
„Nations of Men of one Blood, made him 
che Beginning of that Creation, and in and by 
him all other Men, who proceeded from him in 
a Courſe of Nature and Generation, appointed 
and eſtabliſhed by the Almighty, who 1s there- 

Ir . by, moſt apparently and confeſſedly, the Cre- 
actor of all Mankind; of every individual 
X Man : For although every Man was not 
made by God immediately as Adam was, yet. 
» "Zhe is as truly, and as really, and as effe- 
ctually made by God as Adam was. And 

{s although I was made in and by Adam, and am 
n, Lineally deſcended from him, as to my Body, 
s yet I dare not fay, that Adam was my Maker 
h. | { or Creator, either as Sole Efficient or as Co-Ef- 
ficient with God. And I think I don't derra& 
from Adam, by ſaying, with Reſpect even to 
my Body, that God created me. In lie Man- 
1 ner, if all Angels, Souls or rational Creatures 
ct are, in a peculiar Manner, by God's Appoint- 
of ment, and in Virtue of a Power created in the 
Horna, begotten, derived or proceeding from 
bim, his Generation (his Children, as it were, 
not his Creatures) although in an ineffable 
be Manner utterly unknown to us; ( Who ſhall 
he declare his Generation?) and as inconceivable, 
zs to the Manner of it, as that © coming unto 

= © Chrift, and believing in Chriſt crucified, is 
ny * © Meat indeed, and Drink indeed, Fobn vi. 
whereby I apprehend, that it is, ſuo modo, in a 
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Spiritual Manner as really the Means of Spiri 
tual and Eternal Life, even of the Life of 
Souls, as what we call Meat and Drink, is of 
the Life of Bodies; And as being born of the 
Spirit, John iii. 6. is anſwerable, ſuo modo, to 
being born of the Fleſh ; which, tho we know 
not the Modus of it, yet is as true, as that the 
Wind blows, tho' we neither ſee it, nor yet 
* know whence it cometh or whither it goeth,” 
John iii. 8. I ſay, 4 If this may be ſuppoſed to be 
the Caſe, as it ſeems to me moſt probable, and 
very eaſy and intelligible, Then God is ſtill my 
Creator, even the Creator of my Soul, and of 
* my Body; and without any other Efficient 
* or Co- efficient. Which Terms are anſcrip- 
tural, and the Product of Fancy and Imagina- 
tion, in Want of better Ground to go upon, 
And I am hereby © under no Temptation of 
< robbing God of the Honour and Attribute of 
Creator, but own Him my ſole and only Crea- 
* tor, God and Father, as immediate Creator of 
* the firſt Creature, both of Jefus Chriſt, the 
% AN of Angels and Spirits, and of Adam, the 

* *Agx3 of Fleſh and Blood, and in and by 
them reſpectively of all other Angels and Men, 
the firſt of which reſpectively may, in great 
Propriety of Speech, be called © The * Begin- 
ning of God's Ways, for his Works, for 
the Creation of Angels and Men, for the Inha- 
bitation of Heaven and Earth. And why may 
we not as eaſily believe and apprehend Angels, 
as well as Men, to be of an Automatoms Na- 
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1 Nihil temere aſſero rem ſecum lector expendat. 
Prov. vili. 22. | 


ture, 
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rr. ture, when all the viſible Inhabitants of our 
of Fiſible Heaven, and Earth, and Waters, not 
of pnly Men, but even Beaſts, Fiſh and Fowl are 
=. 9: And even the Earth itſelf is a lower In- 
of 


ance of this Method of Creation, and of the 
Power premiſed, wherewith God inveſts his 
he Creatures, i *AuTwary Y # Y x iD pope, for the 
et Earth brings forth Fruit of herſelf, and every 
„ Tree yieldeth Seed, and fo do all Sorts of Corn, 
be "Grain and Graſs, and even every Flower of the 
nd Field hath its own Seed, and every Seed its own 
Ny Body; and it is obſervable, that God repented 
of not of this Method of Creation; for at the De- 
nt luge, and the general Deſtruction thereby, he 
p- yet reſerved one Family, and of every Sort 
of Creatures, Male and Female, for the Reple- 
MN. MAtſhing of the Earth; and I believe I might 
of go yet one Step farther, and ſay, That even 


of this Earth was the Spaun or Product of a for- 
a- en and that from a Chaos, it became an ha- 
of Hitable Earth, ſud ſponte, by a Courſe of Na- 


he ture, and will, after the general Conflagration, 
he ariſe again out of its own Aſhes, and yet once 
by more become *O:zcucyn, an habitable Earth, 
n, and at the ſame Time the Bodies alſo w of the 
at Righteous ſhall ariſe out of their own Duſt, 
in- for the Inhabitation thereof: I ſay all this, not 
or in Derogation, but by way of Exaltation of 


a- the Almighty Power of God, and of his eaſy and 
iy unoperoſe Way of Creation; who ſtil], in making 
I, one of any Sort of Creatures, made all of that 
a- Kind, in and by that one, even as he made © all 
— 3 = 3 

Munk iv. 28. * Gen. vii. 1, 3. Hebr. ii gy. w 2. 

- Pet. lit. 13. | 
e, “ Nati- 


7 


. 1 
1 
- 
- 
) 
- 4 
' ' 
' us 
: " 
49 i 
"x 4 : 
. WM 
: 
b 
' — 
4 
1 
i * 
+1 
V1 . 
: 
| : 
® 
F 
4 : 
. 1 
1 
1 
" 
= ST» 5 
: \ 
4 
iT] „ 
o I, 
* 7 f 
bb , 
. 
* 
1 
1 
7 Ss 7 
l 
4 1 
| 
1 . | 
[8 YU 
1 
'F 4 
ts , 7 
i i 
4 , 
FEET 
4 . . 
«if : 
s. 443 
ON! 
= | : 
| : 
. FEE 
| 1 
. 
. 
: * q 
4: © 
- : N 
4 1 
L# 
4 1 N 
„ 
1 . 
+ : 
'Þ 
: 
4 TT 
. : 
1 
. 
* ot 
J 5 
5 FE 
434: 
*9 
» 7 
7! 
; TE 
4+ $ 1 
. 
: 
% . 
6 
1 
TY 
= 4 * 
4 4 } 
} 
F n 
1 
4 . 
1 . 
»/ 
7 FF; 
TT? 
1 
N 4 Þ- 
'F : " 
17 * . . 
' 14£8£ 
TT% 
mr? : 
: 47 $S 
1 
„ 3 F 
b FER 
+: > 
4 $3% * 
| (FER 
; SE 
* . 
q 
" 
N 
11 
4 11 K 
| ” 1 þ 
4 * 
in 
n 
1 
1 
Th . i 
IT | 
: 
11 
14 
111 


— 


— 


2 


— — 
_—— 


_ — - 
* — ᷑ —— — 
— 
— - — * 
—Y 


— 


— 


— ——  — 
4 — * — 
= 
S * * — 
— — 


% 6 
PO ” 


| C16] 
his God, and Father, and till i inter- 


cedes to him in Heaven, for his Church 
and People here on Earth. 


4RIFCLE XII. 


"TE alſo owned, that k all his Know. 

ledge, Power, Authority, Revela- 
tions and Doctrine were derived from 
and given Him by the Father, and all 
the Miracles, Signs, and Wonders 
wrought in Proof and Approbation of 
Him and his Miſſion, were all done by 
God, id eſt, God did them all by Him, 
and all that Chriſt did, was ſo done, as 
might ultimately tend to the Glory of 
his Father, John xv. 8, 


ARTICLE XIII. 


FT Hat this ſame Jeſus Chriſt did, iq 
the moſt Antient Times, properly 
ſpeaking, deſcend from n Heaven, and 
appear at ſeveral Times, and in ſeveral 
Places, to the Patriarchs, acting wholly 
in the Name of God as his Deputy and © 
Vicegerent in the World, = God's Righ- 
teous Servant. | 


4 


„ 


W 


i Tube xxii. 42, * Heb, vii. 25. * John vi. 38. obs 
x. 18, 27. John xvii. ! 4%, ii. 22. ® John vi. 38. 
IJ ſaiab Nil. 11. ; : 

| N. B. 


1 * 
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N. 5] Dare not ſay, either that Jeſus Chriſt 
| was God by Nature, or that he perſo- 
nated God ; He was, indeed, the Angel of God's 
X Preſence, and He only viſible: But tho' God 
* himſelt were inviſible, yet His Voice might be 
heard, and was heard, I preſume, whenever 
what was uttered imported to be ſo: And ſo it 
was, I dare be confident, when it was ſaid, I am, 
1 and when it was ſaid, Thou ſhalt have no other 
1 God but me. And ſo it was, and could be no 
otherwiſe, at our Saviour's Baptiſm, and ® Loy 
4 2 Voice from Heaven, ſaying, Ibis is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed : And again, 
Y Therecame a Voice out of the Cloud, ſaying, This 
1 z; my beloved Son; hear him. Neither did he 
is perſonate God in his Incarnation, but freely 
of owned him as his God and Father, and ſeldom 
called himſelf by any other Name than the 
Yon of Man; But yet the © Godhead dwelt in 
him bodily as the © Mercy Seat of God. 


| 


al r 
ly : 
4 4 ; His fame Jeſus Chriſt came, pro- 

oy 


perly ſpeaking, f down from Hea- 
ven, and was made Man, being by the+ 
8 Holy Spirit of God, and by the Power 


8 


— 


"1 . Ixvii. 33. . Mat, i. 17. * Afar. Wii. 5. 
Wc, 4 Col. 11. 9. ; Rom, lit, 25. f Fobn vi. 38. Luke i. 35. 
1 C 


of 


E 


of the Higheſt, conceived in, and Born 
of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and increaſed 
afterwards in * Wiſdom and Stature 
like other Men. 


N.B. A God by Nature cannot increaſe in 

Wiſdom. The Wiſdom of an Angel 
may be clouded and obſcured by Fleſh and 
Blood, till a proper Age; but I don't con- 
ceive, that the Wiſdom of God, or of a God by 
Nature, can. | 


ARTE CEE BY; 


Eſus Chriſt, who was called * Logos 
JJ or Ratio, the © Thporirr@g, of Angels, 
aſſumed an Human Body, or, in Scri- 
pture Language, was made Fleſh, and 
dwelt amongſt us, being * like unto us 
in all Things, * Sin only excepted. 


N. B. T Fat if Jeſus Chriſt be God, or a God 
by Nature, there will be a Neceſſity » 
for the Suppoſition of his having aſſumed a hu- 
man Soul as well as a Body; For, © God incar- | 
* nate, without an human Soul, would be 


Lie f. 52. Rev. xix. 13. © Col. i. 15, d —＋ 
LI. A. M197 "1 0, 1h. 38. F; 
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God only, and not a Man. 


194 
And to carry 
the Argument farther; © With an human 
“ Soul, he would be both God and Man: 
But as the firſt created Angel, we need not 
ſuppoſe him to have aſſumed any other Soul; 
For, a ſinleſs Angel incarnate, is a Man, 
and like unto us, (who are ſinful Angels 
incarnate ; ſo I think: See the Appendix to 
incere Thoughts, Sect. 9.) in all Things Sin 
only excepted. * And, I humbly conceive, 
That there can be no other Propoſition or 
Hypotheſis, deviſed or conceived by the Wit 
of Man, conſiſtent with this Truth, that hath * 
been. and is fo freely acknowledged by all, 


vis. That Feſus Chriſt is like unto Man in all 


Things, Sin only excepted ; for it became our 


High Prieſt to be made like unto his Brethren in 
| all Things, Heb. ii. 17.- Saving that be knew no 
Sin, 1 Cor. v. 21. And did no Sin; zeither was 
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© Guile found in bis Mouth, 1 Pet. ii. 22. 
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4R TTS LE XVI. 


\ ND was liable to Temptations as 
"\ we are, and was tempted and 
ſuffered for us, Heb. 11. 18. 


N. B. Ob, or a God by Nature, can neither 
ſuffer nor be tempted, James i. 13. 


F But the Captain of our Salvation was made per- 
Jon * fed through Sufferings, Heb. ii. 10. And for 
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this End, „ To enable and to incline and 
C2 prompt 


\ 
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prompt him to be Merciful, and to make 


* Reconciliation for the Sins of the People; 
for the Text ſays, Ver. 18. In that be ſuffered 


and was tempted, He is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted. 


S226 & SCG 


ARZITCL:E XVIL 


ND will, at the a Conſummation of 
all Things, reſign up that Kingdom 


which God inſtated Him in after His 
| ReſurreQion, into his Father's Hands, 
and will thence-forward, with all other 


dependent Beings, be intirely ſubject to 
his Father for ever. 


N. B. A preliminary to the 18th Article; 


J obſerve, That Chriſt is nor God, 
or a God by Nature, becauſe I think it is ma- 
nifeſt that there can be but one God by Nature; 
and that the Nature of God is, to be ex ſe, uno- 
riginated and the Origin of all Things, fo 
Chriſt cannot be God, no, not an inferior God, 
by Nature: Suppoſe him then God in an infe- 
rior Senſe ; In what Senſe therefore he may 
be our God, or a God to us, is to be inquired. 
It is written, Exod. vii. 1. And the Lord ſaid 
unto Moſes, See, I have made thee a God to Pha- 


* I Cor. xv. 24, 28. 


raoh, _ 


L 21 ] 


raoh, and Aaron thy Brother ſhall be thy Pro- 
Phet: And again, Chap. iv. 16. Aaron hal 
be to thee [Moſes] inſtead of a Mouth, viz. to 
deliver thy Commands to Pharaoh ; and thou 
*® [Moſes] halt be to him | Aaron] inſtead of God, 
= viz. to direct and enjoyn him, what to ſay to 
* Pharavh. And all Kings, Prieſts and Prophets, 
as Vicegerents of God, have been called Gods, 
even by the ſacred Scripture, and by God him- 
ſelf. I have ſaid he are Gods. And in this 
- Senſe, there can be no 2ueſtion, but that Jeſus 
f © Chriſt our King, ſupreme over all (His God 
1 _ and Father only * excepted) the High Prieſt 
iS of God, the true Prophet of God, His immediate 
; / Vicegerent, 7s God in this Senſe. And to whom, 
2 


ww 


When he ſhall come in his © Father's Glory, 
rand in his own Glory, and in the Glory of the 
oO _ Holy Angels, to put an End to this World, 

and to judge both Quick and Dead, every 4 

Knee ſhall bow. But this Commandment of 
e, bowing the Knee to Him, particularly reſpe/s 
d, the Day of Judgment, although our Confeſſi- 
2- ons of him, even then, will be no other, than 
e; what is © now required of us; to wit, that he 
o- is the Meſſias, the Anointed, the Chriſt of God, 
ſ "On xe. Iecds xeis O, not that he is God or a 
xd, God by Nature; but yet, in the mean time, 
te. are commanded both by God and Chriſt, to * wor- 
| ſhip God only, to direct our Prayers to the Fa- 
ther, in his Son's Name, as our Mediator and 


—_ 0 — 


= * Pſal. Ixxxii. 6. d x Cor. xv. 27. Hale ix. 26. 
d Rom, 14. 11. Phil. ii. 10, Jobn xx. 31. Mat. 
iv. 10. ® Luke xi, 2, Mat, vi. 9. Fon xvi. 23, 
'F 26. 


oh, 


* 


1 Ad- 


11 
Advocate. And there is no other * Name under 


Heaven, whereby a Man may be ſaved. And 
therefore, 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


A L ſupereminent Honour, and what- 
ever is ſhort of divine > Worſhip, 
(which is God Almighty's < Peculiar) is 
due to the Son of God, Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and Maſter ; and we do him this 
Honour by acknowledging him to be the 
Meſſias, by being baptized into his Name 
as ſuch, and by obeying him in all 
Things, and by wiſhing or praying for 
the Grace and Peace of God, which we 
have in and through Him, and from 
and by Him, and by His Mediation 
and Interceſhon, Death and Sufferings : 
And by occaſional Doxologies, and a truly 
and continued thankful Remembrance of 
his Death and Paſhon ; But divine. 4 
Worſhip, Adoration, and © Invocation 
are due to God only, even the Father; 
and cannot be paid to Chriſt, without 
Breach of the Commandments. Yet, in 
Honour of him, we are to pray to God 
1a his f Name, and for his Sake, and by 
or through Him ;and which is, indeed, 
a ſupereminent Honour due to Him, and 


" Aﬀs iv. 12, *® aau]piia. © Mat. iv. 10, d Puke 


1. 2. Mat. vi. 9. © Mar. iv. 10. * Jobn xvi. 23, 26. 
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paid and payable in Virtue of his own 
* Commandments, and is the higheſt 
Honour that we can pay to Him. 


N. B. THe Grace of God, which brings Salva- 
28 tion in and by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Peace which we have with God, 
by the Interceſſion of our Reconciler and Peace- 
maker (who is b thereby alſo worthy of the 
Name of the Son of God) is as properly, and, 
by ſuch like Turn or Uſe of Speech, called, The 
Grace or Peace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
our Faith in Him is called, The © Faith of our 
Lord Feſis Chriſt. J alſo ſuppoſe, that this Ho- 


; Nour.given to Chriſt in Prayer to God, is all 


that can be allowed for Origen's abuſtiuus pre- 
candi modus (in his fifth Book againſt Ce//as, 
Page 233. as quoted by Mr. Whiſton), for not- 


1 wWithſtanding this his Catachreſis, he inſiſts elſe- 


where as fully upon directing our Prayers 70 
God, and not to Chriſt, as I do, and grounds 
his Opinion upon the ſame Texts of Scripture, 
and upon the true and proper Senſe of the Word 
Frans. > 
See what he ſays De Orat. Pag. 46, 5 3. (as 
uoted by Mr. IWhiſton) But if we underſtand, 
ays he, what Prayer is; namely, (by his own 
Definition juſt before) Petitions joined withDoxo- 
logies, concerning great Affairs, put up withgreat 
Earneſtneſs by a Perſon in Danger; Care muſt 


4 be taken, that no begotten Being be the Object 
* of Prayer, no not Chriſt himſelf, but only the 


God and Father of the Univerſe ; to whom alſo 


* Foby xvi. 23; 26. Mat. v. 9. Rom. iii. 22. 
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our Saviour bimſelf prayed, as we have before 
_ expounded, and as he teaches us to pray: For, 
when one ſaid to him, Teach us to pray; he 
does not tegch 1 to pray to bimfelf, but to his Fa- 
ther, ſaying, Our Father which art in Heaven, 
and the reſt that follows; for if, as we have 
elſewhere demonſtrated, the Son be different as 
to his Eſſence from the Father, and ſubject to 
him, we muſt either pray to the Son, and not 
to the Father, or to both, or to the Father 
alone. Now, to pray to the Son, and not to 
the Father, every body will own to be moſt 
abſurd: Nay, I will venture to ſay, it will be 
without Effet. But if it be ſuppoſed, that we 
muſt pray to both, and that accordingly we 
may offer our Petitions in the plural Number, 
Do Ye afford, and, Do Ye beſtow Benefits, and, 
Do Ye grant, and, Do Ye fave : and if there be 
any parallel Forms to be uſed in Prayers, 
thoſe do thence appear to be unizke Chriſtian 
Addreſſes. Nor can any one ſhew ſuch Lan- 
guage 1n the Scripture, as ſpoken by any. 
We muſt ſay therefore, That Prayer 1s to be 
made to God alone, rhe Father of the Univerſe ; 
but not toit hat that High prieſt, who was or- 
dained ſuch, with an Oath by the Father, and 
of whom it is ſaid, He ſtoare, and will not re- 
pent, Thou art a Prieſt for ever after the Order 
of Melchiſedeck. The Saints therefore return 


Thanks in their Prayers zo God, through Chriſt 


Jeſus, acknowledging his Mercies. But then 
as he that 1s careful how he prays, ought not 
to pray t Him, who bimſelf prays, but to Him 
whom our Lord Jeſus taught us to call Father; 
fo without Him are we not to offer any Prayer 
to the Father, as himſelf ſhews plainly, * 

e 
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he ſays thus, Verity, verily I ſay unto you, If 
te ask my Father any Thing, He will give it you in 
Sy Name Askand ye ſhall receive, that your Foy 
nay be full: For he did not ſay, Ask me, nor aſk 
the Father ſimply ; but, [f ye as the Father any 
bing, be will give it you in my Name; For until 
Jieſus taught them this, no one had aſked the 
Father in the Son's Name; and that was true 
which was ſaid by Jeſus, Hitherto have ye asked 
vothing in my Name; and that allo is true, 
He, and ye ſhall receive, that your Foy may be 
| '7 But if any one, ſuppoſing that he onght 
to pray to Chriſt himſelf, and confounding 
himſelf with that Paſſage that ſignifies Adora- 
' Yon to him, Let all the Angels of God adore him; 
hich is, without Controverſy, ſpoken of Chriſt 
i * Deuteronomy; we mult ſay to him, That 
the Church of Feraſalem is named by the Prophet, 
2s one that is to beadored by Kings and Queens, 
' Who ſhould be nurſing Fathers and nurſing Mo- 
| thers to her—Why do we not rather follow him 
. that ſaid; Why calleſt thou me Good? there 18 
nonc Good but one, that is God, even the Father; 
as ſuppoſing him to ſay, If any one would 
pray to me, he ought to pray to the Father 
alone, to whom I my ſelf do alſo pray. Which 
" Rule do you learn from the Holy Scriptures, 
For we are not to pray to that High Prieſt, who 
is ordained for us by the Father, and who has 
received of the Father to be our Advocate; but 
| to pray through him, as our High Prieſt and 
Advocate. Tm 
| . 


— 


1 find it not in Deuteronomy, but only in Pſal. xcvii. 7. 
' = _Wwwſbip him [the Lord that reigneth, Ver. 1.] all ye Gods 
T<he Kings his Vicegerents. ] 


# 1 farther” 
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I farther add to Conſideration, That if 
Chriſt were God, or an inferior God by Nature, 
it might be argued, That he would be intitled 
to Divine Worſhip, or to ſome Degree of Divine 
Worſhip, and the Argument would hold good 


too, for ought I know, if Matters were at large; 


and if we were not ricthh bound by Command- 
went, both of God and Chriſt, to direct our 


of 
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Prayers to the Father only in the Son's Name: 


Which makes a mighty Difference, and will be, 


I think, too Pawerfu! for the Argument, both 


againſt the Athanaſians and Euſebians, even ; 


upon their own ſeveral Hypotheſes ; eſpecially it 
it be Idolatry to worſhip ſo as God hath zo 
commanded, Dent. xvii. 2, 3. or as it was in 
the Caſe of Saul, 1 Sam. xv. in which Caſe, 
the very Intention of offering Sacrifice to God 


himſelf in a Manner not directed by him, is 


adjudged Idolatry. 


" | 
And it is farther to be obſerved, That al- 
though the Euſebians, and even Origin himſelf, 


upon a Notion of Chriſt being God, do hold, 
that ſome Sort of Prayer is to be made to him, 
yet they know not well what: Origen calls it, 
abuſive Prayer, as above, but yet he holds, that 


Prayer, properly ſpeaking, is to be directed to 


God only, and not to Jeſus Chriſt; and they al 


own, and the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions often 


declare, That there is but one God, one true © 


and only God; yet they preach Jeſus Chriſt as 


our God: Is Jeſus Chriſt God, but not true 
God? Or is not the true God our God? So that 
they ſeem inconſiſtent with themſelves, if they 
believe Jeſus Chriſt to be God by Nature, or 


God in any other Senſe, than as God's Vice- 
gerent. And if formal Prayer ought not to f 
| made 
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de to him, then ſurely that /ong and formal 


Prayer, in the Eighth Book of the Conſſitutions, 


Sught not to be made and offered up to him, 
St being at leaſt as formal, and more than 


ree times as long as the Lord's Prayer; and 
any Scripture Expreſſions are thereby attri- 


tes to Chriſt, which appear, by Scripture, 
to be the peculiar and proper Attributes of God 
* himſelf, even the Creator, the Unbegorten God, 


and are ſo attributed by the Texts referred to, 


and are not attributable to a Creature, no, not 
: * the Firſt of Creatures. The Prayer follows. 


HOU who haſt bound the Strong Man, and 
ſpoiled all that was in bis Houſe ! Who haſt 
wen s Power over Serpents and Scorpions to 
read upon them, and upon all the Power of the 


1 ; X 


4 


Enemy! Who haſt delivered the Serpent, that 
- * Murderer of Men, bound to us, as a Sparrow o 


bildren ! Whom all Things dread, and tremble be- 
re the Face of thy Power ! IWho haſt caſt him 
gown as a Lightning from Heaven to Earth, not 
ith 4 Fall from a Place, but from Honour to Diſ- 
Honour, on account of his voluntary Evil Diſpo- 


ffition! Whoſe Look dries the Abyſſes, and Threat- 


ning melts the Mountains, and whoſe Truth re- 


main: for Euer Whom the Infants praiſe, and 
ſucking Babes bleſs! Whom Angels ſing Hymns 
to and adore! Who lookelt upon the Earth, and 
2 makeſt it tremble ! Who toucheſt the Mountains, 
and they ſmoak! Who threatneſt the Sea, and 
dirieſt it up, and makeſt all its Rivers as Deſarts, 


Conſt. L. S. Cap. 7. 
| and 
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end the Clouds are the Duſt of bis Feet! Wh 
walkeſt upon the Sea as upon the firm Ground! + 
Thou only begotten God, the Son of the Great 
Father, Rebuke theſe wicked Spirits, and deliver 
the Works of thy Hands from the Power of the 
adverſe Spirit; For to Thee is due Glory, Honour 
and Worſhip, and by Thee to thy Father, in the 
Holy Spirit, for Ever, Amen. 


Now if this be not a forma! Prayer, in all 
Propriety of Speech, I deſire to be informed 
what is: But notwithſtanding all this, I am 
in ſome meaſure perſuaded by Mr. Whiſton's 
internal Evidences or Arguments, that there 
was ſomething, very like theſe Conſtitutions 1n 
Form, wrote, it may be by the Apoſtles, or by 
ſome very Primitive Diſciples, containing a Di. 
geſt of Laws for the Government of the Chriſtian : 
Church; though I don't clearly ſee the Reaſons 
of its Concealment; or if it were reaſonable as 
they relate to Church Government, yet what may 
be faid for it as they concern the Laiety, and 
contain practical Religion or the common Rule 
of Faith? And what Alterattons they may 
have undergone, even while they lay concealed 
for 400 Years, I am not able tojudge. I don't 
hear that any Original was produced or did 
laſt fo long; and if they were privately tran- 
ſcribed, who can tell what Alterations were 
made in them under the Cover of Privacy? 
Nor can I perſuade my-ſelf to take them by the 
Lump as they now come forth, either as not 
altogether conſiſtent with the Goſpel revealed/ 
and publiſhed, or not proved by it; yet in 
many Matters they refer to our TIO 4 

ut 
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; ot I dare not take them as a Proof of any > 


7 ber Goſpel than what was at once delivered 

% o the Saints; and I ſhould be of this Mind, 

e Ilthough I were perſuaded, that no Alterations 

th, Were made in them ſince the Fourth Century; 

„ But yet it is plain there has (although the 
the Hem in a manner to have been utterly rejected 


by all); for it is admitted by Mr. Whiſton, that 
"there are ſome Errors therein, and One or Two 
of them ſo groſs, as not fit to be tranſlated ; but 
all is to the Form of Church Government, I 
ied Wink, that even the primitive Practice, without 
am written Law, may be of ſufficient Authority. 
ns And as to the Phraſes and Diſtinctions there- 
of an Unmade and Unbegotten God, and 
gf a Made and Begotten God ; the ſame is to, 


by ſaid as is before ſaid, touching Begotten 
Di. Wiſdom and Unbegotten Wiſdom, upon Ar- 
an cle III. For the true and whole Difference is 
om al the Terms God and God in one Phraſe our 
gut real God is meant and intended, in the true 
ay and proper Senſe of the Word; but in the other 
ng Fhraſe, God ſignifies only God's Vicegerent : It 
ale F true indeed, that God is Unbegotten, and 
ay hat his Vicegerent is Begotten by him; but 
105 lo the Horde themſelves, being rightly ſtated 
ne nd underſtood, import, without the Addition 
174 f the Epithets, and the not obſerving, or not 
= r the Difference of the Terms, 

God and God, Wiſdom and Wiſdom, creates 


Confuſions and Diſputes, which may be carried 


v N ried 
2 while the Diſputants neither underſtand them- 


lea/ {elves nor one another, nor talk od Idem; 
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INTICELE A. 


1 : Holy Spirit of God knows 


the Things of God, as the Spirit 


of Man knows the Things of Man: 


And God himſelf, by . the Communica- 
tion of his Spirit, is the e Inſpirer of the 


Prophets and Apoſtles, the Worker 0 


Miracles, the © Comforter of the Church 
the f Author of Sanctification to all good 
Men, and the Principal s Witneſs to our 


Bleſſed Saviour. W 


N. B. II is written, John iii. and Verſe 3 

Unleſs a Man be born from above, he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God; and,Verſe the 6th 
That which 2 born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, That 
which is born of the Spirit is Spirit; and, Ver. 8. 
T3 mvevuea The Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 


thou heareſt, Ti goylw, the Voice thereof, but canſi 


not tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth; 


fo 25 every one that 1s born, I Ts AViuuaTog, of 
the Spirit, 1. e. of the Breath, or Voice of the 
Wind or Spirit of God: *Tis alſo written, 


——_— 


— 


21 cor. ii. 10. * 2 Per. i. 21. c 2 Tim. iii. 16. d 4s ii. 
22. 2 Cor. i. 3. O , Oed d Tapaxnioens 


Fude i, * Aﬀs ii. 22. 
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As ii. 2. And ſuddenly there came a Sound 


d it filled all the Houſe where they were fitting : 
nd ver. 3. There appeared unto them Cloven 
SJ oneues as of Fire, i. e. like Flames of Fire, 
"Fhich are in Appearance cloven, or cleft, or 
Aivided Tongues, lapping, as it were, and ſal- 

Ping up and down, and it ſat upon each of 

them ;, and ver. 4. They were all filled, zyiuuar®- 
ye, with this Holy Wind, or Gouſt, or Breeze of 
nod upon them: And being thus influenced, 


4+ jzinſpired, and inlightned, or * taught of God, 
he Whey began to ſpeak with other Tongues, as this 
00 oly Breeze, this Wind or Spirit, 73 , this 
h. Holy and Divine Afflatus, gave them utterance: 


od Por it is written, ver. 16, 17. And this 7s that 
hich was ſpoken of by the Prophet Joel: And 
t ſhall dome ts paſs in the laſt Days, ſaith God, 
will pour out ef my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and 
pour So nd your Daughters ſhall propheſy ; 
And ver. 18. On my Servants, and on my Hand- 
awards, I ſhall pour out in thoſe Days of my Spirit, 
und they ſhall propheſy: Let us now ſee the 
Prophecy itſelf, Foe! ii. 28. And it ſhall come to 
paſs afterwards, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and your Dazghters 
F el ropheſy: Thus it is foretold, Thus it is 
7 fulfilled: This as to Prophecy. Now as to Mi- 
of racles; It is alſo written, A&s ii. 22. Jeſus of 
9 4 Nazareth, a Man approved of God, by Miracles, 
and Wonders, and Signs, which God did by Him. 


his 


en, Theſe are the Words of St. Peter, and Part of 
NY j 5 : os? 
„ ©* Iſaiah liv. 13. Jobn vi. 45. 1 Theſſ. iv. 9. Fer. 
60g" 5 XXxXIi. 33. 34. 
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From Heaven as of a ruſhing mighty Wind, ain, _— 
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© proved of God;” But how? * By Miracles, 


Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thine Off-ſpring, viz. 
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his very Firſt Sermon, preached at the firſt 
Opening of the Chriſtian Church, and is there- * 
fore, beyond Queſtion, Primitive; and here he 
declares, in a moſt Solemn and Public Manner, 


to Thouſands of Hearers, That Jeſus Chriſt | 


iN 
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was a Man, and that he was proved or ap- 


* 


4 
2» ] 
Wonders, and Signs, which God did by Hin. | þ 
Now it the Miracles wrought as by our Savi- 
our himſelf, were yet done by God, then 
ſurely ſo were all other Miracles, which were 
yet ſeemingly wrought by the Apoſtles and 
Diſciples ot Chriſt, who were all of them, by 


like Holy Inſpiration and Illumination, Sancti- 


J 
fed and Comforted ; for they all ſpake by the 
ſame Spirit, in Teſtimony of Chrift.our Savi- <; 
our; by whoſe Mediation, after his Afcenſion, 


the ſame Spirit of God was ſent and came, and 


poured out upon them /ike Water; as when 
God ſends Rain, the Rain deſcends, and the 
Floods come, and the Wind blows, © The 
: $wovn) Ts TIwyuar (GC, Voice of the Wind Pro- * 
& ceeds out of its Treaſures; and ſo God ſpeaks ® 
* to us by his TVuuz, Wind or Spirit, and by A 
© his inſpired Prophets, and by the Holy Pen- 

* men of the Goſpel, upon whom he pours | 
ce out his Spirit like Water,” as aforeſaid, and 
as is alſo foretold Iſaiah xliv. 3. I will pour 
Water upon him that is thirſly, and Floods upon 
the dry Ground. I will pour my Spirit upon thy 


ver. 2. Upon the Seed and Off ſpring of God's 
Ele, And thus are the thirſty Souls of Saints 
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© refreſhed or comforted, as by Water; and 
* thoſe that ſit in Darkneſs and in the Shadow 
Jof Death illaminated as by Fire, and inſpired 
by God's Holy Flatzs. And this the Spirit of 
God, in Holy Writ, is ailunlated to Wrnd, to 


= f 
* 
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Fire, and to Water, which yet are neither of 

them Perſons; Ihe was the Goſpel at once 
delivered to the Saints: But the Learned ſay, 
That what is proper and peculiar to a Perſon, 
is allo ſometimes attributed to the Spirit of 
God: And well it may; for the Spirit of God 
| Fometimes ſignifies God himſelf, as in the Words 
before us, 1 Cor. ii. 10. However, there are 


many Proſopopeia's in Scripture and Perſonal 
Properties, ſuch as being ſent, and coming, 
und having a Voice, and ſpeaking as Per- 


» {ons do, and ſuch like, are thereby frequent- 
1 ly attributed, even to Inanimates, as par- 
1 Micularly, * The Heavens declare the Glory of 
e Pod, and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy toor r 
e ne Day telleth another, and one Night certifieth 
another: There is neither Speech nor Language, 
$ 


but their Voices are heard among them Their 


Sound is gone out into all Lands, and their Words 


into the Ends of the World. Can any thing be 
more perſonally deſcribed? And yet neither 
d the Heavens, nor the Firmament, nor the Day. 
nor the Night are Perſons, notwithſtanding 
7 that they are in this /zvely Manner repreſented, 

Fas perſonally talking, and familiarly conferring 
with one another, and converſing with all Na- 
tions, and ſpeaking all Languages. So like- 
s wiſe, Sin and Corruption are repreſented under 
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[ 34 ] | 
the Perſonal Characters of Maſters, and Wrath © 
as 2 Father; and accordingly we are ſaid to 
be © : Servants/ to Sin, and the Þ Children of 
* Wrath, we in © Bondage to Corruption; 
* * and ſo allo 4 Charity envieth not, ſceketh | 3 

* not her own, c.“ Y q 
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ARTICLE XX. 


"8, 
* + int * 
te 2 


OD is a * Spirit, and the Spirit of 

God is God, as the Spirit of Man 

is Man; and God is ſolely and properly 

intitled to Divine Worſhip, Adoration, 

and Invocation, and the true s Worſhip- 
pers ſhall worſhip the Father. 


ARTICLE XXI. 


E are Baptized into the Ac. 1 
knowledgment, Obedience and 1 
Direction of God, as the Univerſal Fa- f 
ther; and of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God 
as the Meſſias and Mediator, {ent to di 5 


— 


Fohn viii. 34- « Þd Epb. ii. z. c Rom. viii. 21. 4 
d 1 Cor. xlii, „ Jobn iv. 24. * 1 Cor. ii. 10. Joh 


iv. 23. = 
red 1 


1 1 
rect us in the true Way to Heaven; and 
7 of that Spiration, or Inſpiration of God, 
by which he excites us to Good, and eng 
? Fables us therein. 

7 1 are the Words of the very 
2 Learned and Ingenious Mr. Stephen 


N Nye, late Rector of Little Hormead in Hert- 
]: Ford. ſbire, who ſtudied this Point long, and was 

great Maſter of it. See his ſeveral Books 
wrote in Explication of the Unity, and of 
the Trinity. Alſo ſee my Notes on Article 
XIX. And the Collect for our Communion- 


of Srvice. 
' GORE ZINN 
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ARTICLE XXII. 

O D, the Univerſal Father, and his 

c. Son jeſus Chriſt, are Beings, or 

ad Perſons really and numerically diſtinct 
a- from each other. 


ARTIST E XXII. 


> A ND as the Spirit of God is God, 
75 A fo the Son of God, and all other 
Spirits, are intimately united to God, even 
I D 2 the 
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the Father; Who is the Place of Spirits; 
Who are all vaſtly inferior to God, and 
dependent upon Him, and exiſt in Him; 
for to be totally ſeparated or diſunited | 
from God, is to be ſeparated and ditunited 
from Being itſelf ; or, in other Words, is 
to be annihilated, or rather not to be. 


LL due Honour, Power, and Glory, 
be given and aſcribed reſpe&ively, 
to the one Eternal God, and to his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Mediator and Advocate, 
Now and for Evermore, in and by the 
Aid and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit. 


Amen. 


E T us alſo continually offer up our 
Prayers to God, in the Name of, 
and by, and through his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord; and in and by the powerful 
Efficacy of the moſt Holy Spirit of Gd, 
Evermore praying for his Holy Inſpira- 
tion and Illumination. 


Lord, lift thou up the Light of thy Coun- b 
tenance upon us. Amen. | 1 
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ö | The COLLECT for the Communion- 
4 Service. 


3 Abe n God, unto whom all Hearts 
| be open, all Deſires known, and 
from whom no Secrets are hid, Cleanſe 
the Thoughts of our Hearts, by the Inſpira- 


7 
* 


'| tion of thy Holy Spirit, that we may per- 
fectly love thee, and worthily magnify 
„ thy Holy Name, through Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 


1 O and FROM 
Mr. W HISTON, 
Relating to the aforegoing 


PROPOSITIONS 


LETTER I 


Reverend Sir, 


 -- 


86S N Reading your Letter to my 
LY Lord Nottingham, and his An- 
ſwer, and your Reply; It 
ſeems to me, That the only 
Queſtion between you is, 
What the Fathers thought and taught 
T our Saviour, and his Divinity. 
Lou ſay, The Primitive Fathers taught 


D 4 other 
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otherwiſe than Athanaſius and his Follow 
ers. Now, taking that for granted, I 3 


ſhould - think it reaſonable (upon this 


Suppoſition, that the Firſt Writers have 
ſaid what their Succeſſors could not come 
into, as to the Doctrine of a Superior and i 
Inferior God: As not having, it may be, 
in their Opinions, Force enough, either 
Scriptural or Rational, to convince; So 


alſo, it may be, the Devices and Imagina- 
tions of the ſucceeding Fathers were as 
Unſcrtptural and Irrational as the former, 


although they have ſince generally ob- 
tained, in Virtue of the Weight and Au- 
thority of Councils and Great Men): I 
{hould therefore think it reaſonable to ſaſ- 
pend both, and not to chime in with ei- 
ther of them; but to hold our own Judg- 


ments in Suſpence, and to have immediate 
Recourſe to the Scriptures, and let the 


Word of God be conſidered by our: ſelves J 
as wrote to us, as well as to them, 
and ſo to endeavour a right Underſtand= 7 


ing thereof, by thinking for our-ſelves. 13 
And thus I have done as well as I can, 


being illiterate ; and the only Difficulty, 7 
which I apprehend from you, is the 
Belief of a created God, as the Prin- 
ciple of the earlieſt Age of the Church, 
which, with all other Difficulties ariſing 
on the Part of the 4thanaſians, ſeems to 
me to be intirely removed by the Doctrines 


of 
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of Idea's and Pre-exiſtence : And that all 
Texts of Scripture, on all Sides, thereby 


receive a natural and eaſy Senſe and Ex- 


planation, and confirm a Scheme which 
I have propoſed, and which I take to be 
conſiſtent with common Senſe (at leaſt 


according to my Lord Nottizeham's Deſire 


Page 8.) and therefore ſhall preſume to 


= {end him alſo a Copy of it, as it is con- 
tained in the * Incloſed. You will, fee 
to whom and upon what Occaſion they 


Were wrote: And being by way of Inqui- 
ſition, J humbly crave your Peruſal and 
Thoughts thereupon, if you are ſo diſpo- 
ſed, eſpecially to the Three or Four Prin- 

cCipal Queſtions therein put: I ask not an 


elaborate Diſcourſe, but a ſhort and friend- 
ly Account of your Senſe thereupon, as 
between Chriſtians, and in Aid of one 
that is weak and unlearned. Which, if 
you ſhall vouchſafe, I ſhall gratefully ac- 
= knowledge your Favours herein. I am, 


Reverend Sir, 
Hampton Town 
in Middleſex, With great Deference and 
29 Sep! 1721. . ubmiſſion, 


Your Unworthy Humble Servant, 


WMS TAUN TON. 


—ñ— — 


Fog, 
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" | * See, The Packet of Letters to Dr. Waterland. 
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LETTER II. | 


* 


Croſo- Street, Hatton- Garden, 
Nov. 6. 1 7 2 1 — N 5 
SIR, ; 


Did not receive your Letter and Book 
ttill laſt Setwrday :T heartily thank you 

for them: Iam exceeding glad to meet 

' With ſo good a Chriſtian, ſo thoughtful a Reaſo- 
ner, and fo religious a Man, engaged in this 
Momentous Enquiry ; but cannot but pity _ 
you, when I ſee you ſometimes labouring 
to ſtrike out new Senſes of antient Expreſ- 7 
ſions in Scripture, while there are ſo many 
Originals remaining of that and the next- 3 
Age, which evidently ſhew,that thoſe were 
not the real Meanings of the Writers; and 
that then thoſe Expreſſions were not ſo 
underſtood. It would be Endleſs for me 


to go into ſuch a Debate with you by Let- | 
ter as you entred into with Dr. Waterland : * 
Nor will my other Studies, or conſtant _ 
Method in the like Caſes, admit of ſo large 
2 Portion of my Time, as I perceive that 


Debate would amount to; but if you 
Would pleaſe to call at my Houſe, and 
end 
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ſpend ſome Hours with me upon that Sub- 
ject, you ſhould be very welcome; nor 
would I grudge you any Light that I 
could give you, in a Point which I have 
long ſince fully ſatisfied my-ſelf about, 
and do not think it ſo much as doubtful, 
if Men would but leave their later Fan- 
= cies and Schemes, and ſubmit themſelves 
to the plain Accounts we have from the 
Writers of the New Teſtament, and the 
reſt of their Diſciples and Contemporaries, 
both of the Doctrines and Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline which was delivered from 
Chriſt to his Church. 


| f 1 1 am, Str 3 

= 

= Tour hearty Well. wiſher | 
4 Dy. | ; 
1 and Servant, | 
1 | 1 
1 1 
, | 
1 WILL. WHISTON. | 
| 

| 
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& 
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Reverend Sir, 


KReceived your very obliging Letter. 

: Your kind Invitation and Readineſs 
to inſtruct me, is very engaging ; and is 
the moſt, it may be, that ought to have 

been asked. But it was Doctor Waterlana's 


own Propoſal to correſpond by Letter 


and that Method much approved by his 
Preface. - Which, and my Inability by 
_ Aſthmarical Indiſpoſitions to live in Lon. 
don Air (no, not for a Day, and ſome- 
times not an Hour) have led me, it may 
be, beyond the Bounds of Modeſty, in 

defiring it of you and others ; But yet I 
have been always careful to ſubmit t 


every one's own good Will and Leiſure 


(but I find no- body at Leiſure as yet); 
only I have claimed it of Doctor Water. 
land as a due Debt by Promiſe. * 
I add on'y, my humble Thanks to you 
tor your good Opinion of me; and that 
I have Hopes of being able to wait upon 
you in or about April or May next, and 


ſhall * 


* 
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hall reſt with Patience in the mean 
Time. Praying a Continuation of your 
d Sir, 


I Hampton Toun, i 
in Middleſex, © Tour much obliged Servant, 
g Nov. 1721. 


W. STAUNTON. 
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*&F SIR, Novemb. — 1721. 
Ince I find by your Second Letter, 
To that your Health will not permit 
4 *4 vou to come to London, but will permit 
you to come to Kenſington, I am very 
4 ready to comply with you; and if you 
1 pleaſe to appoint any Day and Place, 
19 when and where I may meet with you 

0 

c 


there, I will endeavour to meet you. 
It muſt be as ſoon in the Morning as 
may be ; otherwiſe, we {hall have but 
little Time for our Converſation. Iam, 


SIR, — 


. - | 
Tour ſincere Friend and Servant, 
W. WuisTON. 
W | LE T- 
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Worthy Sir, 


Our. kind Offer of meeting me at 
Kenſington, is yet more Obliging; 

But, becauſe I have an caſier Paſſage by 7 
Water to Chelſea, I ſhould rather meet 


you there at Mr. Larchin's, a Barber, juſt 
by the Ferry , on Thurſday next, at your 
own Hour, in the Morning : I propoſe 
to be ready for you by Eight. Your 
Readineſs to ſerve, and the Reliſh you 
ſeem to have of me, prompt me, at the 


Hazard of my Reputation, to lay before 
you alſo, a ſmall Treatiſe of Reaſon and 
Revelation; and on Reading of it, you 


will be pleaſed to draw a Line with your 
Pen under every Thing that you diſlike 
therein. I alſo ſend the Two Sermons 
which occaſioned the Writing of it, leſt 


you ſhould not have them by you; and 
you will be pleaſed to bring them with 
you, that we may alſo talk this over at 


the ſame Time; and I beſeech you, Sir, 
to take a Coach at my Charge. 


Jour moſt Humble Servant, 
17 Nov, 1721, | 


W. STAUN TON: 
LE T- 
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LETTEA VI. 


Reverend Str, 


Here is nothing that I have more 

earneſtly deſired and intended, than 
to wait upon you, and though I am, I 
thank God, pretty well in Health with- 
in Doors, yet the ſudden Change of 
Weather, the Froſt, the Snow, and the 
eold North-wind, together with the Days 
ſhort, and the Remembrance how my 
Diſtemper hath heretofore ſeized me 
anew, and in a violent Manner, even at 
(b helſea on ſuch a Change, and my Friends 
ſtrongly preſſing me not to venture; I 
am forced to ſuppreſs my own. Deſires, 
and to deny myſelf. 
. * now 5 0 at a Loſs how to ex- 
preſs my Mind to you. 
F When, the Two Houſes differ in Opini- 
| on, they reduce it to a Point, and then 


give their Reaſons to each other in Wri- 
ting; and 'till that is done, they think 
© themſelves not ripe for Conference; but 
having firſt exchanged Papers, then comes 
on the free Conference, which the Wil 


dom of our Nation deems irregular 
Without it. | 


And 
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And I can't chooſe but think, That. 
you may give me Hints and Heads of 
Arguments and Proofs, with leſs Expence 
of Time, than what you freely propoſe 3 
to ſpend with me. © 
And as I would not have you loſe R 


your Labour, ſo neither would I offer 4 


any Thing to diſguſt you, and do there- 
fore hope I ſhall not. He that ſerves 3 
at the Altar, ought to partake of the 
Altar; but you are ſtript of your Be- 
nefits; and therefore, he that craves your 
Aid as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, ought ' 
to conſider you as ſuch, and in the Cir- 
cumſtances you are. L 

I promiſe, That if you do vouchſafe to 
write, I will not trouble you with a Re- 
ply ; but only prepare myſelf for a per- 
ſonal Conference, when, and ſo ſoon as 
it may be. 0; 6s 1 

I was at Chelſea but once laſt Winter; 
and though I went well, as I thought, 
I was forc'd to ſit up all Night, and 
return next Day with Difficulty. q 


20 Nov. 1721, ; 
Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


W. STAUNTON. | 
2 N 
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P. S. My Waterman ſhall call upon you 
this Day Se'anight, to know when he 


may wait on you for a Return of my 
Papers and Sermons laſt ſent. 


s . . _ - p * 

P. S. This Letter, notwithſtanding the 
* Date of it, was wrote on Saturday- 
Night; and aſter that, a ſudden Change 


of Froſt, into a cold Rain, gave me 


a Fit of the Aſthma. 
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LETTER VII. 


London, Nov. 23. 1721. 


Honoured Sir, 


— 


Heartily Thank you for your very 
kind and unexpected Preſent; but 
am ſorry your Health will not permit 


you to meet me. I am very buſy at 


preſent in Courſes of Experiments; fo I 
cannot be any. conſiderable, Time abſent 
from London: Otherwiſe I. would Wait 
upon you at Hampton immediately, 
which I intend to do as ſoon as I am a 
little more diſingaged. In the mean 
Time, I have ventur'd to ſend you Two 

E. * Books 


— * — — — . — — 
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- Books; which when you have thorough - 
ly perus'd, and thereby have uſed your. | 
ſelf ro rhe Notions and Practices of the 
Apoſtolick Age, we ſhall be able to de- 
bare the Points you are concerned a- 
bout, with more Satisfaction; Otherwiſe, Þ 
we ſhall be at Croſs-Purpoſes: And while 
you alone urge the Notions and Infe- Þ 
rences of the 17th or 18th Century, and! 

alone of the 1ſt, 2d, 3d, or, at the moſt, 
of the 4th, we ſhall be Barbarians to 
each other. I have read your + Reply 


= a 2 „ W ny 


to Mr. Toure, and think you have greatly Þ 
the Advantage in that Diſpute. I return 
you ther, both ; And am, with great 
SINCETITY, | 
Tour Obliged Humble Servant. 

.F 
W. WuIs TON. 

* The Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, and Mr. hi ö 7 
tons Comment npon St. Johns Three Epiſtles. 1 
ny ii 

+ Intitled, Reaſon and Revelation, : 


i 
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LETTER VIII. 


Worthy Sir, 

Received your Books, and ſhall, in 

due Time, peruſe them, not haſtily, 
ut conſiderately. Your Readineſs to 
come down to Hampton is a particular 
ſurprizing Favour; but beſides that I 
think it too much Trouble to you, fo I 
7 alſo deem it Inconvenient upon other 
f Accounts: But being well aſſured of your 
4 


> Readineſs to ferve me, I will, after the 
= Peruſal of your Books, and ſome time 
= after Chriſtmas, appoint a more conve- 
nient Time and Place of Conference: 


i St. Andrew, Tour moſt Hu mble Sert ant, 
191. 


W. SrAUN TON. 


A Perſonal Conference was had the 
- | Beginning of May, 1722. at which Time, 
Mr. Myhiſton laid before me his Table of 
" | Creeds, and in Diſcourſe with him, he 
informed me of his ſeveral Volumes of 
| Primitive Chriſtianity, and of divers 
other Books; all which I was deſirous to 
have, and peruſe, and he ſent them to me 
accordingly. 
2 E 2 LE IT- 
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With me at Chelſea, and I ſend Money 
for tlie GRE 99 opening of them, 
Jour 5080 intitled The Origin of the Soci- 
dn and Athanaſi ſtan Trinity, the laſt Page, 


1 7 57 itfelf open to my View, Which 


1 324 
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L. E T IT E R IX. 


[ Thank you, Reperehd Sir, for ou 1 
Pains, and Labour, and Time ſpent 


Origen's Teſtimony againſt the Athanaſians 


4 7 their 22 2 Jeſus Chriſt, and 
is foun ed upon our Saviour's Command-| 


ment in St. John's Goſpel, to pray to the 
Father in the Name of Chriſt, even the 
ſame Texts and expounded as it is men- 
tioned and ſet forth by me in my Sincere 
Thoughts, Pag. 24, 25, 26. and in my Packet; 


F Letters, Pag. 34. and on which I found 


my Queſtion to Dr. W. Pag. 11, and 49. 
Dain Pag. 73. Now” I pray, Sir, 
is not all this as ſtrong a Teſtimony aga inſt 
others that ſo Alec their Prayers, as 
againſt the Athanaſians? It ſeems to me 
to be ſo, and that the Prayer in the "my 
Book of the Conſtitutions, Chap. 7. 

contrary to this Precept. Pray ſet *. 
right herein, that I may proceed to 4 
diligent | 


” | 1 * 
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| A SI R, 
Hampton Town = | | 
in ed, Tour moſt hamble Servant, 


16 May, 17122 
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LETTER X. 


C roſs-Street Hatton-Garaen, 
ane. May 16. 1722. 
Honoured Sir, 
IN the ſame Books wherein Origen de- 
nies that zpw», which, he thinks, 
fignifies the moſt Solemn Kind of Prayer 
(and not Prayer in General, or all Ad- 
dreſſes by way of Petition) he allows 
of other Kinds of Prayer to the Son, and 


practiſes accordingly himſelf, as you may 


ſee Page 108. bf my Paper, and as is 
evident in other Places of his Works, 
Contra Celſum Pag. 238, and 380, and 
386. De Orat. Pag. 50. where he expreſ- 
ly declares, That we may return Thanks 
to Chriſt for Mercies received from him, 
| E 3 and 


diligent Reading of the Books you ſent, 
without this Byaſs upon my Mind. 5 


W. STA UNT ON. 


ö 
| 
| 
j 
| 
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and put wp our Petitions to him. So that Ori- 
gen exactly agreed with the Conſtitutions, 
which always appropriate Solemn Prayer 
to the Father alone; and yet ſometimes 
put up Petitions or give Thanks to the 
Son himſelf, which is evidently the Senſe 
of the Antient Chriſtians ; as it is alſo of 
my Liturgy, which has turned the Lita- 
ny, which is Solemn Prayer, intirely to 
the Father. 


Tour — Humble Servant, 


WILL. WHISTON. 
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P. S. I thank you for your great Ci- 
vilities at Kay a and for the Money 
you ſent me for the Books. 


{4 
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LETTER Al. 


SIR, 


Our free and ready Anſwer to 
my Queſtion is very acceptable. 


I do obſerve, that Origen admits of Prayer 
to the Son, but yet in an inproper and 
abuſive Acceptation of the Word. And do 
you think the Practice of the Antient Chri- 
ſtians can in any manxer ſuſpend the Pre- 


cepts of the Goſpel? The New Form of 


Prayer inſtituted by our Saviour, 4 not, 
Ast Me, but, Ast my Father in my Name, 
and he will Give. 


f Jour Humble Servant, 
18 May, 1722. 7 
W. S TAUNTON. 


P. S. Origen exactly agreed with the 
Conſtitutions; but they do not exactly 
agree with the Commandments of God, 
(by Moſes and by Chriſt) nor with your 
Sentimentsof this Matter; for they teach 
moſt ſolemn Prayer to the Son; which, 
both you and they ſay, is always appro- 
priate to the Father alone. 
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LETTER XII. 


FE me, Good Sir, with your 


Harmony of the Evangeliſts, and 
with your ſeveral Replies to Dr. Alix, 
wherein, I ſuppoſe, I ſhall find a remark- 
able Preface, mentioned by you to the 
Ae AmToAwy, Which is an Abſtract, 
as I apprehend, of the firſt Six Books of 
the Conſtitutions, and which I would al- 


ſo ſee ; for, upon reading your internal 


Evidences of the Conſtitutions, they are 
very ſurprizing. O! that I were a 
Scholar! I will, however, by the Grace 
of God, do my beſt Endeavour to under- 
ſtand them; Time, and Pains, and Prayer 
ſhall not be wanting. My Misfortune 
is, That I come not to London ſo as to 
have Opportunity now and then to ask 
you a Queſtion or Two, Viva voce, nor 


is it reaſonable'to engage your Pen herein. 


| J am, 
4 Fan. 1722. 
Reverend Sir, 
Jour much obliged Servant, 
W. STAUNTON. 
P. S. 
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P. S. The Water-Man will lay down 


them as you ſhall appoint him. My 
Poſtſcript to my former Letter may poſſi- 
bly ſeem rude and unmannerly; but it is 
intended only argumentative: You may 
be pleaſed to anſwer it, and chaſtiſe me for 
it, now or at any other Time as you ſhall 
have Leiſure. It is a Bone in my Way. 


e oe; 
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LETTER XI 


Reverend and Worthy Sir, : 


T Have, with Application of Mind, read 
4 over the Books you laid before m 

and with continued Prayers to God for a 
right Judgment, and with an open and 
free Mind willing to embrace the Truth, 


And, upon the Whole, it ſeems to me, 
that the Evidences of former Ages bear 
hard upon the Athanaſians; yet am I not 
convinced, that the Arians and Euſebians 

. are 


Money for the Books, and will call for 
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maugre the Byaſs of Pre-engagements, | | 
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are exactly right; they are not altogether | 
Scriptural : But I conſent entirely ro what | 
you call the Original Creed, and to aur 
Baptiſmal Creed as à Brief of it, and as i 
conſiſtent with Chrilt's being the Firſt. I 
born of Creatures, in and by whom all |: 
others were made; and I am perſua- 
ded to apply thoſe Words of Solomon to 
our Saviour, The Beginning of God's, 
„ Ways for his Works.” Yet I appre- 
hend, That the Senſe of thoſe Words! 
hath been generally miſtaken, or not! 
rightly underſtood ; but hath lain hidden, 
and in the Dark, as did thoſe Words of be- 
ing baptized for the Dead,” whereof you 
have lately conceived a plain and eaſy 
Interpretation, as, I think, I have now | 
done, of the Words firft cited. I have alſo Þ 
diſtinguiſhed in other Matters, and have 
preſumed to make ſome Alterations in and 
to work up your 23 Propoſitions, into Farm Mi: 
and Words according to my own pre- 
ſent Mind and, Apprehenſions, a ſſigning 
Reaſons at the End of each Article for 
my preſumptuous Difſent from you, where-Y 
in yet, I think, I have either Reaſon or 
Scripture, or both, in Favour of my # 
Thoughts; which I ſhall, with your good | 
leave, lay before you, humbly asking, 
That you will take the ſame into Serious 
and Unbyaſſed Conſideration, and, with 
all Freedom, impart your Mind and 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts thereupon, But I ſend it not 
Iherewith, becauſe I heard ſome time ſince, 
that you were engaged in a Voyage to Sea, 
in Proof of the Longitude ; wherein I wiſh: 
vou good Succeſs, and ask the Favour of 
a Line from you, if you be at Home. 


Lute 


| ; 
= Tour moſt Obliged Servant, 
ö . 5 
Hampton, July 

19. 1722. 
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W. STAUNTON. 


7 
7 


* 


London, July 23. 1722. 
Honoured Sir, 


. AS ſoon as I came from Graveſend, I 
1 received yours of the 19th Inſtant. 
| FI am highly pleaſed, that the Books I 
„recommended to you have given you any 
Degree of Light and Satisfaction, and ſhall 
be very well pleaſed to receive your Ob- 
ſervations and Corrections of my 23 Pro- 
poſitions, 
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poſitions, and very #mpartzally confider ; 


them. I intend alſo; to write the Reſult of 
my Conſideration upon them once: pro- 
vided you will not expect any future Re. 
joinders in a Verbal Conference, if it pleaſe Þ 
God to bring us together again. I am not 
ſure but I ſhall go out of Town this Day 
Sevennight, ſo the ſooner you ſend your 
Papers the better. I pray God direct us 
into all uſeful and neceſſary Truths; and 
am, | 


SIR, 


a 
1 
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Tours, with great Sincerity, 


WILL. WHISTON| 


TO TOE Oey 


G GAN ANI OCR HINGE NICKI DG |. 
LETTER XV. 
Good Sir, 


J Received your obliging Letter, and 
do here ſend my Thoughts, ſuch as 


they are, upon your 23 Propoſitions, and 
have left each other Side Blank, whereby 
you miy write your Thoughts thereupon} 
"me 
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in as ſhort a Method as you pleaſe; nor 
27 ſhall I preſume to give you any Second 
Trouble, but by Perſonal Conference, 
"© if there ſhall be Occaſion. I ſhall alſo 
acknowledge your Trouble herein, and 
your great Favour to, 


1 5 
d! 25 July. 
1722. Jour Unworthy Servant, 


W-STAUNTON. 
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LETTER XVL 


London, July 28. 1722. 
SIX, 


IHave read over your Papers more than 
once, and am greatly ſurprized at the 
Contents of them, eſpecially when I com- 
3 pare them with the Declaration in your. 
former Letter, that © you conſent entirely 
to the Original or Conſtitution Creed,“ 
be | which, 
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which, with me, is the moſt proper A. 
poſtolical Rule of Truth or Faith, or Ca- 
talogue of Fundamentals, now extant; Þ 


and which if you had in earneſt agreed 
ro, all other Differences would have been 
of ſmall Moment: While in reality. you 


ſill keep your own weak and novel H- 


pothe(is, derived partly from Mr. Nye, 


and partly from your Application of Mr. f 
Norris's imaginary Ideal World : All 


which are as remote from giving any Evi- 


dence or Authentick Account what Chriſt | 


and his Apoltles delivered about the Tri- 


nity and Incarnation, as the Carteſian | 


Philoſophy, or the abſurd Diſtinctions 
and Hypotheſes of the Modern Athanaſians. 
You confeſs, * That the Evidence of the 
% former Ages, bears hard upon the 
& Athanaſians, and, I believe, you can- 
not now deny, that the ſame Sort of Evi- 
dence bears full as hard againſt your H- 
potheſis : To what Purpoſe, therefore, you 
have taken ſo much Pains about my Pro- 
poſitions, to reduce them to your own 
Hypotheſis, and thereby, as you yourſelf 
cannot deny, to render them very unlike 
what they were intended for, I mean, a 
Faithful Hiſtorical Account of the Primi- 


tive Faith of Chriſtians ; I do not know: 


and I cannot but wonder, That ſuch good 
Men as you, can ſatisfy yourſelves in quib- 


ling with and criticizing away the moſt 


obvious 
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[ 63] 
obvious and natural Senſe of Scripture, 
and of the Antient Creeds, becauſe it will 
not ſuit with certain weak and novel 
Schemes and Hypotl&ſes of your own: 
You ſee the Folly of this in Dr. Waterland, 
who yet has, great, later Authority on his 
Side; but cannot ſee it in your ſelf, who 
have almoſt no Authority for you at all: 
Nor can you, I perceive, ſuppoſe, that 
the Apoſtolical and next Ages underſtood 
the Old Teſtament as well as your ſelf. 
Sure, Sir, this is very like in Doctrines, 
to what in Practice, one ſhould call Oppoſi- 
tion to Chriſt and his Religion; A Declara- 
tion that we will not have Chriſt to reign 
over us: Nor, while I believe the Truth 
of that Religion, dare I once permit my 


felf ſo openly to prevaricate therewith. 


Iask you in earneſt, Whether you really 
believe, that ever any one Apoſtle, or 
Catholick Chriſtian in all the paſt Ages, 
believed the Doctrines of the Trinity and 
Incarnation according to your Interpre- 


tation of them? If ſo, pray give us the 


Evidence: If not, This is too like preach- 
ing to us another Goſpel; and thar 
greatly different from the Old in theſe 
Points, which, by the Law of Chriſt, is 
worthy of a Curſe. Nor durſt I venture 


upon any ſuch Schemes againſt the moſt 


unqueſtionable Evidence ot the Chriſtian 
Revelation ſtill extant, for any Conſide- 
ration 
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'till he can work Miracles; nay, Miracles, 


and ſubſcribe my ſelf, 
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ration whatſoever. You ſee I enter not 
into any Particulars, and you will eaſily | 
diſcover in my Reply to the Lord Notting. 
ham, why I do not: Nor, 'till you leave this 
vain and pernicious Way of ModernHy 
theſes and Party Expoſitions, ſhall I deſire 
to be any farther concerned. To deny 
the Divinity of our Saviour, with the Per- 
ſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, are Errors ſo * 
groſs and fo prodigiouſly witneſſed againſt 
in all the Original Records of Chriſtiani-Þ : 
ty, that I ſhall hear No-body againſt them t 
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greater than thoſe of Chriſt and His Apo- 
itles, from whom the contrary Truths, 
have moſt certainly been delivered to the. 2 
Church. So I find I can be no farther ; 
ſerviceable to you in theſe Matters, and 
muſt, with Grief of Heart, take my Leave 
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Your Aﬀettionate, 
> bat greatly Diſappointed, 
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Friend and Servant, 
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„ LETTER XVII, 


Add, Sir, to my former Conſidera- 


| 
iþ tions, Col. 18. That our Saviour 
vas the *Azy1 2 from the Dead, 
a that he- might be rin the Firſt in 
1 | all Things. 
: | Your bamble Diele, 5 
g 129 Juh, 1722 I 

. x . 
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LETTER XVIIL ) 


Reverend Sir, 


12 my Firſt Letter to you, of the 

29th of September, I obſerved, That 

he Queſtion between you and my Lord 
F Notting- 
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Nottingham was, What the Fathers thought 
and taught, pro & contra; and propoſed a 
Suſpenſion of their Opinions, and to have 
Recourſe ourſelves to the Scriptures ; pro- 
poſing alſo, That the Difficulties, both 
of the Arians and Athanaſians, were, in 
ſome ſort, removed by the Poctrines ot 
Ideas and Pre-exiſtence ; and I was (2 
obſtante) then, even in your Opinion, a good | 
Chriſtian, a thoughtful Reaſoner, and a 
Religious Man; and I hope, by the Grace. 
of God, 1 am fo ſtill. And though I 
think that the Arians are more Antient F 
than the Athanaſians, yet they may be in ; 
Error. 0 J, in Search of Truth, ap- 
peal from both of them to the Law and 
Dictates of Reaſon and Nature; and to the 
Commandments of God (whereby that 
Law was, in the main, reduced intof 
Writing) and to the Goſpel of our LordÞ 
and Saviour .Jeſus Chrilt (whereby itÞ 
was compleated) whom Lon to be my 
King, my only Mediator and Advocate] 
and I do ſincerely believe, what you cal 
the Original Greed ; and endeavour: to ob 
all God's" Comtmindments. And in Anke ; 
to what you alledge, and I admit to ha ve | 
been the prevailing Opinions of many} 
that lived in the 2d and 3d Centuries, 
and the latter End of the Firſt, I plead} 
the undoubied Evidence and Authority, and} 

| thel 


17 

the more primitive Opinions and Doctrine 
of Peter and Paul, and of the Evangeliſts; a 
and was in hopes, that you would have 
been particular in your Anſwer to me, 
and was overjoyed, that ſo Great a Man 
had ſo undertaken : But fince you are now 
otherwiſe minded, I only deſire you to 
remit my Review of your Propolitions, 
humbly asking your Pardoa tor the Trou- 
ble I hade/given vou; And am, Sir, 


+? 


With great Reſpect and Deference, 


\ 7 


PTC 
1722. Juoar oſt Humble Servant, 
; 1 0 0 
18 þ * «a 
447 W. STAUNTON. 
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LETTER XIX. 


„ 


AY it pleaſe you, Reverend Sir, 

to admit of a farther Anſwer to 

yours of Jah 28, That you and J, and 
every one that doth in Earneſt agree to 
and believe the Conſtitution Creed, muſt F 
be ſuppoſed to believe, that Jeſus Chriſt Þ 
is not God, or a God by Nature, but the 
Firſt of Creatures, which are St. Paul's 
Words, Col. i. 755 and are in that Creed? 
The neceſſary and unavoidable Import | 
and Conſequence of which is, That the | 
Firſt-born of every Creature is a Crea- | 
ture. And I have advanced, that every 
viſible Creature, whereof we have any 
Knowledge, is of an Automatous Nature, | 
and fo far in Part, the Firſt of each is the 
Beginning of God's Ways for his Works, | 
even as Jeſus Chriſt was of the Whole, 
and who was allo in like Manner the Be. 
| ginning 


— — 


e een ee 


} 
ka 
44 
ll; : 
1 
ot! 
k 


1 
. 
» 
. 
W 
I 
1 
- 
14 
4 
£ 


« 
þ 4 * ys — | _— | a. 
3 > — 


* 2 — - — — —ͤ—— — - — * _ — 
— — — — — P 
rr re e re 
Z — — — = p ' OE — r 
* + - * 4 5 * — 2 W £5 — * 
—— 923 — — — — — <-> 2 —— — ©” — — w 3220 * ” ws 


—— _ 
-- -” 


[ 69 ] 

ginning and Firſt of the Reſurrection, 
as well as of the Creation. And I have 
a Right, by Promiſe, to your impartial 
Thoughts thereupon, not byaſſed by the 
Opinions of former Ages, which may be 
juitly ſaid to bear hard upon the Athana- 
ſcans, who reſt their Cauſe, thereupon 
but I am ſupported by St. Paul himſelf, 
and by the Conſtitution-Creed founded 
upon him, upon his very Words. 

As to the Perſonality of the Holy Spirit 
of God, there is nothing like it, either in 
St. Peter's Solemn and Primitive Account 
of it, Acts ii. or in the Prophetick Ac- 
counts of it. To be inſpired and to 0 


illuminated, is to be taught of God. And 
I take it, that the Law and the Goſpe 
are the Primitive Records of Chriſtianity, 
much more than the Fathers. * 
And as to Incarnation All agree, That 
the Perſon intended by St. Paul in the 
Words above cited, was incarnate. The 
gabe hold the Hypoſtatical Union, 
that very God was united with an human 
7 Soul. You have ſaid enough to convince 
y 1 them that this was not the Doctrine of 
y the Fathers, which, as ſuch, they call Pri- 
>, mitive; for you ſet up the Eaſebian Arians 
eas more primitive than their Fathers, 
„ and ſhew there was never any Thought 
among them of our Saviour's aſſuming 
an human Soul, but a Body only. Be 
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it fo. Then You and They ſay, That He 
was a God by Nature, and took Fleſh. 
Now it this be true, there never was a 
Man Chriſt Jeſus; but I ſay and believe 
with St. Paul, that Jeſus was the firſt of 
Creatures, and fo do you alſo fay and 
believe, and that this firſt of Creatures 
took Fleſh upon him. TI fay fo too, and 
I agree with you and with your primitive 
Fathers, that he did not aſſume an human 
Soul, for there was no need of it: His 
own Soul or Spirit incarnate was a Man, 
or like unto. Man 1n all Things, Sin only 
excepted. And I dare, almoſt, challenge 
all Mankind to deviſe any other Hypotheſis 
confiſtent with this Truth. 

Thus, Sir, Lam in good Earneſt. Nor 
is this another Goſpel. I pray God avert 
the Anathema you have almoſt denoun- 
ced againſt me, and ſend us Peace and 
true Faith through Chrilt our Lord. 

I beſeech you, Sir, to reſume your 
Promiſe of Writing your impartial 
Thoughts herein, though but in a Short 
Epiſtolary Way as I now write; for I 
can't expreſs to you the Tranſport of Joy 
that I was in upon the Receipt of that 
promiſſory Letter, and was afterwards 
proportionably flatted and diſappointed. 

But above all, I beſeech you ſo far to 
think with Dr. Waterland, as to believe, 
that I {peak with great Sincerity, with- 

an 
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out any Intentions of either Quibbling or 
Criticiſing away the obvious and natural 
Senſe of Scripture, and would moſt wil- 
lingly be informed what Texts they be 
that are imagined to be ſo uſed by me. I 
would not be guilty of it for the World, 
And though I do, with great Reaſon, 
and a juſt and humble Senſe of my want 
of Parts and Learning, prefer moſt Mens 
Underſtanding to mine own, yet I muſt 
be ſaved by mine own Faith, and I 
would know and underſtand what I be- 
lieve, and why. And theſe humble 
Thoughts put me upon theſe Enquiries ; 
and I chooſe to adviſe with Men of the 
beſt Learning and Judgment ; and I know 
no Man in the World that I think better 
qualified to inſtruct than yourſelf. 


I am, 
Hampton Town, 
4 Aug. 1722. 
Worthy Sir, 


Tour Unworthy Servant, 


W. STAUNTON. 
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Lyndon, in Rutland: ſhire, 
Aug. 7. 1722. 
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SIR, 


] Recerved all your Three Letters, and 
I am forry that I did not return your 
Papers again before I came down ; which 
you ſhall, however, have as ſoon as 1 
come to London, I alſo am greatly con- 
cerned, that I cannot be at all ſerviceable 
to you in your Enquiries about the Tri- 
nity any farther : I have laid that antient 
Evidence before you, which has intirely 
ſatisfied me, what the Apoſtles and their 
Companions delivered concerning that 
Faith and Worſhip; which Evidence you 
confeſs to be ee and to be de- 
rived from, at leaſt, the latter End of 
the Firſt Century. You might, with 
equal Truth, have affirmed the ſame of 
the intire Latter Half of that Century, in 


which 
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which all the Books of the New Teftament 


| are written. And if you think that I ſhall 


enter into a Debate with you about your 
new Hypotheſis of Chriſt's being the Father 
of all Souls, as Adam is ſuppoſed to be the 


Father of our Bodies; or about Mr. Nor- 


ris's Ideal World; or Mr. Nye's Notions 
of the Trinity, I muſt deſire to be excuſed, 
as not at all dealing in ſuch imaginary 
Schemes, invented generally to colour 
over vain Opinions and Novel Errors, 
which would otherwiſe appear directly 
contrary to the Chriſtian Revelation, Nor 
do you, Sir, at all think of the ſad Con- 
ſequence of ſuch Sort of preſumptuous 


Reaſonings, which have hitherto prodi- 


* giouſly corrupted the Chriſtian Religion: 
And now ſome ſober and honeſt Attempts 


are made for its Reſtitution to its primi- 
tive Simplicity and Integrity; and thar, 
in ſeveral Inſtances, with great Hopes 


of Succeſs, is it by any Method in ſo 


M6 4 GA IE ARR wo, 


much Danger of miſcarrying, as by this, 


| which you, and ſo many others go into? 


Which is indeed a fore Trouble to me. 


This Unhappy Conſequence, were it poſ- 


ſible to repent of having done my Duty 
to God and my Bleſſed Saviour in Points 
of ſo great Confequence, would almoſt 


tempt me to be ſorry for having given 
any Handle to ſuch pernicious Procedure, 
by diſcovering the Groſs Miſtakes of all 


the 
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the Modern Ages in ſuch Matters. Nor 
are there, I believe, wanting Learned 
and Wiſe Men, who, in great Meaſure, 
ſee the Errors I and others have laid open, 
but dare not venture to declare their 
Mind in Publick, in order to their Cor. 
rection, out of Fear of ſach pernicious Con- 
equences, I therefore beg of you, by all 
he Regards you have to our Common 
Lord and Saviour, that you conſider 
better of this Procedure of yours before 
you go on any farther. But if you will 


venture on, and publiſh your laſt Paper, | 


J inſiſt upon it, that you alſo publiſh 
theſe my Letters, that the World may 
ſee how earneſtly I have oppoſed ſuch 


pernicious Methods of Deluſion. I paſs 


no Cenſure on you or any Man, as to 
your Salvation: To your own Maſter you 


muſt ſtand or fall; but as to your's, or Dr. 
Waterland's, or the Socinians, I may add, 
or Dr. South's, or Dr. Sherlock's, or even 


Dr. Clarke's Hypotheſes ; fo far as they 


are contradicted or unſupported by the 


Original Records of Chriſtianity, I ever 


have, and, I believe, ever ſhall bear my 


open Teſtimony againſt them. 


I am, Sir, 
Jour ſincere Friend and Servant, 


W. WulIs TON. 
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LETTER AXE 


Reverend Sir, 


ih you ſhall be pleaſed to diſtinguiſh | 
between Reaſon and Deluſion, and to ö 
call to mind, that Reaſon is the Voice of | 
God, and the Teſt of Revelation, excepr= | 
nung as to Matters of Fact, as more fully 
appears by my Treatiſe thereupon : And [ 
| {hall add Thinking to your Book-learning, | 
and give yourſelf leave, with calm, and 
ſerious, and ſincere Thoughts, to read 
my laſt Letter over again, particularly 
that Part of it which relates to Incarna- 
tion; you may poſhbly find very good 6 
Reaſons to omit me out of the NE, 
| | O - 
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of thoſe againſt whoſe Errors you do 
and have, with great Siacerityand Magna. 
nimity, borne your Publict Teſtimony, and 

may, if you pleaſe, add in my Place and 
Stead, the Arians and the Enſebians : Not 
that they did not fay and think as you; 
have reported; for I take it for granted, 
that you are a faithful Hiſtorian, not p 
am I qualified to diſpute that with you; 

But that their Thoughts are, in {ome Points, 
contrary to Reaſon, which I have advanc-· 
ed againft them, and which is, as I think, 
agreeable with the Sacred Scriptures gene. 

rally received amongſt us, though it may 
be not with what you call the Apoſto- 
lical Conſtitutions, and which you prefer 
to, and do, raſhly it may be, affirm to 
be ſaperiour in Authority to their known WM \ 
Goſpels and Epiſtles; and yet even they | 
will admit of the Queſtion, In what Senſe Þ 
Jeſus is to be called God? They no where 
fay, as I remember, that he is God by 
Nature; or, it they do, I humbly conceive, 
they are zxconſiſtent with themſelves. 
Our Saviour himſelf always preached 
Reaſon, and lowered himſelf to the Un- 
derftanding of his neaneſt Auditors, and F 

allowed of their Reaſoning ; as when He 

argued with the Syrophenician Woman, | 

That he was not to give the Childrens 

Bread unto Dogs. Truth, LO | 

\ e (a1 
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the Crumbs that fall from the Childrens 
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« {aid ſhe; but yet the Dogs may eat of 


« Table.” Thas was this poor Woman 
admitted to argue with our Great Lord 
and Maſter. She confeſſed what he ſaid, 


and avoided it, and the Maſter allowed 
her Reaſoniags. Think of this, Sir, I 
pray, and call to mind, how St. Paul rea- 


4 
D 
Us 
: 
wi 
. 
* 


ſoned with Felix, and that Felix trembled, 
and adjourned, or rather waved the De- 
bate; as you do; and that St. Paal had 
| almoſt perſaaded King Agrippa to be a 


Chriſtian. Now there is a Part of your 


Letter which ſeems ſomething like this, 
when, in want, I ſuppoſe, of a reaſonable 
and ready Anſwer to my cloſer Rea ſon- 
ings, upon the Incarnation eſpecially, 
you are almoſt perſuaded to repent your 


having produced your Evidence againſt 
the Athanaſians; and, ar the ſame Time, 


| as if you were contending for Victory, 


not for Truth, you ſeem unwilling, as Fæ- 


lix, even to hear him that offers you the 
united and undoubted Teſtimony of Reaſon 
and Scriptare againſt the Arians and Euſe- 
bians. Lord! whats Man? 


I ſhall alſo take Leave to ſay, That 


Origen's Teſtimony, de Orat. (founded upon 
John the 16th) which you call az Original 
* Teſtimony againſt the Athanaſian Wor- 


ſhip, 
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needs no Second; nor as to the Philoſo- 
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ſhip, is it ſelf 26 full and plain a Teſtimony 
againſt the Arian and Euſebian Worſhip; 
and you can fee this with one Eye, and 
not with the other. But whenever Dr, 
Waterland ſhall ſpy this out, and have 
Courage to ſhew you this ſame Original 
Teſtimony, you are bound by Promiſe to 
turn Athanaſian immediately; which will 
be an Argument againſt the Printing of 
this our Conference: But yet, I think, 
ou need not much fear him; for he may] 
e apt to conſider, that it is a Two-edged 
Sword, and cuts you both down. be 


I don't ſeek to engage you in Mr. N- 
riss Notions : He was a Great Man, and 


phical Trinity; Let that alone, Reaſon 
will ſufficiently ſupport me therein : and 
I am in no Doubt about it, nor is it an 
immediate Master or Condition of Salva- 
tion, yet tending much to the Glory of 
God, and the great Enlargment of our 


meme 


Mind and Thought. But, I think it a Þ 


Diftinition worthy of your Notice, That 
although our Saviour be called in Scrip- 
ture, Aly Org, and by you, Created 
Wiſdom, yet the internal Wiſdom in God F 
is A3) G. Oils, Uncreated. TI add this 
Single Word, that if, in earneſt Diſpute, 
have faid any thing too poſitively, and 
| not 
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not becoming a Diſciple, J hope your Good- 
neſs will make Allowances for it; for 1 
do acknowledge myſelf, with great Sin- 
cerity, to be, 


SIR, 


18 Auguſt, 
1722. 


Jour much Obliged 5 


Humble Servant, 


W. STAUNTON. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
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Ne ER T has frequently been object 

de d to me, to this effect, That 
4 Private Reaſoning i is not deem- 
Edd fo ſafe a Rule to go by. 
4 as is the General Senſe and 
Judgment of others; particularly the Learn- 
ed Fathers of the Church, and which have 
been received for many Ages by moſt 
Men, by Men of great Sincerity and great 
Wiſdom; And that, therefore, it is the 
ſafeſt and diſcreeteſt Way, for a Modeſt 
and Humble Man, to ſubmit to, and ac- 


quieſce in their Determinations ; ; not lean- 


ing to his own * And that 
this 
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this is what he can beſt anſwer to God 
and his own Conſcience, even though it 
prove erroneous. But, I think, they that 
have Leiſure and Inclination to examine 
Matters themſelves, are always excepted 
out of this Safe and Diſcreet Way; But 
then they muſt be cautious of contradict- 
ing our Fore-Fathers, and rather willing 
to ſuſpect their own Judgments. 


Now, I do confeſs, that I am rather 
inclined to ſee with my own Eyes, than 
with other Mens, though much more 
learned than myſelf; and though they 
: ſhould have * the Gift of Tongues, and may 
poſſibly ſpeak great and myſterious Truths, 
well known to God and themſelves, yet, 
if I underſtand them nor, it doth not Edi- 
fy nor Affect me; and if they do not hum- 
ble themſelyes to ſpeak, to my Under- 
itanding, Words plain and eaſy to be un- 
deritood, it cannot reaſonably be expeQ- 
ed, that I ſhould ſay Amen to what I do 
not underſtand; That I ſhould aſſent 
to any Thing that is not clear and evi- 
dent to me. What am I then to do? 
It is faid, Lam to ſuſpect my own Judg- 


i — 


i. Aa. 
Wk. * * * _ —_ — 
1 * * * 1 . * 


1 Cor. xiv. 1— 17. 
; ment. 


L 33 J 
ment. No, ſay I; for when a Matter 
is not clear and evident to me, I am to 
make n Judgment about it; I am only 
to ſuſpend my Judgment of Aſſent, as 
having v Foundation to build upon; and 
hereby I ſhall be ſure, that I am ver 
guilty of Error. And this ſeems to me, 
to be the more Safe and Diſcreet Way, 
than to ſay Amen to the Determinations 
of others, be they ever ſo Wiſe and Learn- 
ed, and their Opinions of ever ſo antient 
a Date. And, I think, I cannot anſwer 
it, either to God or my own Conſcience, 
to give my Judgment of Aſſent to any 
thing relating to my eternal Salvation, 
that, for aught appears to me, may 
be either True or Falſe; or may at 
length prove Erroneous; becauſe Error 
is a Sin, for which a Man is accountable, 
as for a raſh and haſty Judgment of Aſ- 
ſent, to what is not maniteſt to him : 
De non apparentibus, & non exiſtentibus, 
eadem eft Ratio. And if a Man, thus judg- 
ing or aſſenting, be in the Right, he is 
ſo by Chance, and, I humbly conceive, 
as guilty of Error as if he were in the 
Wrong: But if Judgment be t formed, 
but only —_— it will not amount to 
a ContradiCtion of other Mens Opinions; 


nothing being aſſerted Dogmatically. Yet 
Reaſons may and muſt be aſſigned, even 
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by thoſe that are Humble and Modeſt, 
for the Suſpenſion of their judgment; 
but here will be no Room for them to 
ſuſpect their own Judgments, which are 
not formed, but only ſuſpended : For 1n- 
ſtead of giving of Judgment, and of lean- 
ing to a Man's own Underſtanding, he 
plainly and ingenuouſly confeſſes his own 
Ignorance; and ſays, I don't know: Which 
I ſuppoſe to be the true Moral of De La 


- Motte's Fable, „ + Wherein the Clock in- 


*« ſults the San- Dial, demanding of him the 
„Hour of the Day? But the San not 
“ ſhining out, eo Iaſtante, the Dial, with 


4 great Truth and Modeſty, anſwered, 


I cannot tell, and then the Clock ſtruck 
Four; and at that Inſtant, the San 
*« broke out, from under a Cloud, and 
* ſhewed it to be Four and Three Quar- 
& ters: You ſee, Sir, ſays the Dial, thoſe 
* that rely upon you may be miſtaken : 
„But my Cuſtom is, That if I do not 
ſee very clearly, Talways ſay, I do not 
« know.” —— And ſo do (always ſuſ- 
pending my judgment) in all Matters of 


* 
Land 


Moment, that are not plain and clear 


to me by the Light, either of Reaſon or 


—_— — 
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See Court Fables, p. 223. 


85 ] 


Revelation. I will ſay, Even as clear as 
the Sun at Noon-Day; as knowing no 
other way of avoiding Error, Which is 
always ſinful, being, as I think, never ſin- 
cere. But I hereby confeſs my Ignorance, 
not as a Crime; for it is not ſo: It is 
rather a Misfortune. And this, ſurely, 
js very conſiſtent with Humility and Mo- 
deſty, and 1s a full Anſwer to the above- 
written Objection, which hath been ſeve- 
ral Times made to me, to the Effect 
above-written, but in other Words: 
And, therefore, to give the Object ion 
its full Force; I have borrowed moſt of 
the Words from Dr. Waterland, out of 
is Defence of his 2gth Query: And 
what I have applied in Anſwer to it, 
about ſuſpending Aﬀent where there 
is no ſufficient Evidence, ſeems to be ap- 
proved by him in his Firſt Letter to me. 
Therefore, whatever I advance, is only 
with a Sic videtur, vel non, and I have 
guarded all, in the Title- Page, by a 


ſign is, To find out Truth, duly ſearch- 
ing for her as for hidden Treaſure ; with 
the ſame, yea, even with greater Dili- 
gence and Application, and with an open 
and free Mind; always reſolving not to 
be ſinfully tenacious, but to embrace 
ner with all my Soul, whenever ſhe offers 

| * her- 


thil temere aſſero: and my whole De- 
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herſelf to my Underſtanding. Alway 
endeavouring rightly to diſtinguiſh he: 
from * OPINION, the Baſe. bon 
Child of Ignorance, although it be too fre. 
quently miſcalled, TR U TH, by Prid 


and Lazineſs. 


— — — * _ 


* See Court Fables, ut ſupra. p. 287. T 
Fables are excellently Tranſlated from the French 
by Mr. Samber, and Printed for Mr. Curll i 
the Strand. 
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